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Marting Luther King holiday 

Just a reminder, Solano County, along with the libraries, will be 
closed in observance of the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday on 
Monday, January 15.  

MLK Jr. Legacy Grove Ceremony 

 

Follow on 

Twitter  

Important Numbers 
Resources and Dates 

District 2 Office 

(707) 784-3031 

Clerk of the Board & 
County Administrator's 
Office 

(707) 784-6100 

Veterans Services 

(707) 784-6590 

Health & Social Services 

(707) 784-8400 

Assessor/Recorder 

(707) 784-6200 

Resource Management 

(707) 784-6765 

Registrar of Voters 

(707) 784-6675 

Tax 
Collector/Treasurer/County 
Clerk 

(707) 784-7485 

Area Agency on Aging  

https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/CASOLANO/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/CASOLANO/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_2
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/CASOLANO/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_3
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/CASOLANO/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_4
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/CASOLANO/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_6
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/CASOLANO/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_7
https://twitter.com/supervisorbrown
https://twitter.com/supervisorbrown
https://twitter.com/supervisorbrown


 

Come help Plant a Tree at the city of Vallejo’s Legacy Grove 
Ceremony in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday. 

The ceremony will be from 9am to noon, Sunday January 14 
behind City Hall, near back parking lot, 555 Santa Clara Street. 

Snacks will be provided. Please wear closed-toe shoes and bring 
your own water bottle. Join the City of Vallejo, along with CALFIRE, 
Solano County Volunteers, Student Conservation Association, and 
other partners to plant a tree and leave your legacy. 

We Walk with Martin: Profiles in Unity 

 

(707) 784-8960 

U.S. Social Security 

(800) 772-1213 

SUICIDE PREVENTION 

NATIONAL SUICIDE 
PREVENTION HOTLINE 

800-273-8255 

SPANISH LINE 

888-628-9454 

DEAF AND HARD OF 
HEARING 

800 799 4889 

FRIENDSHIP LINE FOR 
SENIORS 

800 971 0016 

CRISIS TEX LINE 

741741 

THE TREVOR PROJECT 
FOR LGBTQ YOUTH 

866-488-7386 

TRANS LIFELINE 
PROVIDING SUPPORT 
FOR THE TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY 

877-565-8860 

  

  

  



The We Walk with Martin: Profiles in Unity event will start at 2pm, 
Sunday, January 14, inside the Benicia Public Library, 150 E L 
Street. 

The We Are ALL Related series at the Benicia Public Library invites 
you to a special program called “We Walk with Martin: Profiles in 
Unity”, an exploration of how King’s work and message stay current 
and relevant in the words and labors of others who strive to keep his 
dream alive. 

Participants will learn about the ongoing influence of Martin Luther 
King Jr. as his message continues to reverberate today and will have 
opportunity to share this message with others in a peaceful march 
through downtown Benicia. 

MLK March 

 

The NAACP Vallejo Branch and the city of Vallejo invite all 
community members to celebrate the remarkable legacy and 
contributions of Martin Luther King Jr. with a march at 9am on 
Monday, January 15. Following the march, there will be a program 
at 11am inside the Vallejo Room, on the first floor of the John F. 
Kennedy Public Library, 505 Santa Clara Street.  

Information this week 

  

  

  



Benicia's economic situation 
2024 will be a pivotal year for the 
city of Benicia as the municipality 
will need to eliminate $6.5 million 
in programs and services to 
remain solvent.  

 In January, the city will hold a 
series of meetings and 
engagements for the 
community to share their 
thoughts on how the city should 
make those cuts, according to 
City Manager Mario Giuliani. A 
community survey will be 
released soon.  

In-Person Town Halls include: 

January 18 at 6pm at Benicia 
Public Library, 150 E L Street. 

January 25 at 6:00 p.m. at Benicia Community Center, 370 East 
L Street. 

There will be virtual Town Halls at 6pm on January 17 and 24. The 
city will be providing the links soon.  

"There is no easy fix or magic solution that will keep everything the 
same as it always has been. We have to make very difficult 
decisions," Giuliani said. "If we are willing to sacrifice today, then our 
resiliency will, by the end of this decade, lead to fiscal vibrancy so 
we may enhance the services and surroundings of our amazing 
community. 

"I know these days are hard, but we will persevere," Giuliani added.  

For more information, click here.  

West Texas Complete Streets Project 

 

The city of Fairfield will be providing a project update on the status of 
the West Texas Street Improvements between Beck and 

https://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/believeinbenicia


Pennsylvania avenues on Wednesday, January 17 from 5:30 to 
7pm at the Downtown Theatre at 1035 Texas Street. 

West Texas Street is an important corridor that connects I-80 to 
downtown Fairfield and various community destinations. Proposed 
complete-street improvements will make the road safer and 
encourage more people to walk and cycle. The well-designed mixed-
use thoroughfare will attract new residents, jobs, and commercial 
development, making it a more desirable location for everyone. 

For more information on the West Texas Complete Streets Project, 
click here or contact David Vong at (707) 428-7784. 

Solano County Ag Department currently 
accepting applications for the 2024 Ag 
Pass program 
The Solano County Department of Agriculture is 
currently accepting applications for 2024 Ag 
Pass program training classes, county officials 
announced this week. 

"The program trains and preemptively issues 
passes to commercial farmers, ranchers, ag 
processors and horse stable operators so they may enter evacuation 
areas to care for crops and livestock during emergency events," 
officials said.  

Commercial agricultural business owners and managerial 
employees interested in obtaining Ag Passes must apply with the 
Agriculture Department.  

Eligible participants will be required to attend an Incident Safety for 
Agricultural and Livestock Producers training.  Although possession 
of an Ag Pass preapproves farmers and ranchers to enter 
evacuation areas during emergencies, there may be times when 
conditions will not allow for safe access.  Emergency responders 
retain the right to enforce road closures and prevent access into 
restricted areas to protect imminent threats to life and property. 

The Agriculture Department, County Office of Emergency Services 
and CalFIRE will be holding trainings on January 23 and February 
27 at the County Event Center in Fairfield. These will be the only 
trainings offered this year. Ag Passes will not be issued again until 
2025. 

To apply online please visit the Ag Pass website.  For more 
information call (707) 784-1310, or 
email agpass@solanocounty.com. 

https://www.fairfield.ca.gov/government/city-departments/public-works/capital-improvement-projects/west-texas-complete-streets-project
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.solanocounty.com%2Fdepts%2Fagriculture%2Fag_pass.asp&data=05%7C02%7C%7C36df7d3d2864433088ca08dc0bf041d7%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638398374859244200%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rBVtJv%2F4u6rHM6bcD8F6%2FsGP6gTGwprpibyLwsmtMpA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:agpass@solanocounty.com


Kaiser Permanente's new Community 
Health Care Program 

This month, Kaiser 
Permanente launched 
the Community Health Care 

Program (CHCP) in California for people who do not have access to 
any other health coverage. Individuals do not need to be U.S. 
citizens to qualify. 

CHCP members will get the Kaiser Permanente Platinum 90 HMO 
plan. Monthly premiums for comprehensive coverage are 
subsidized, and members do not have to pay copays for out-of-
pocket costs for most care. 

The deadline to apply for CHCP is January 31, 2024, and space 
is limited. 

For details on the Community Health Care Program, click here. Or 
call Member Services at 1-800-464-4000 (TTY 711), 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week (closed major holidays). 

Survey of LGBTQIA+ Older Adults in 
California 

The California Department of Aging (CDA) is supporting research 
partners and a statewide coalition of LGBTQIA+ community-based 
organizations to design and launch California’s first statewide survey 
documenting the needs, hopes and priorities of mid-life and older 
LGBTQIA+ residents across the state. 

For more information, or to take the survey, click here.  

 

Public hearings 

Solano Master Plan for aging 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__charitablehealth.kaiserpermanente.org_northern-2Dcalifornia%26d%3DDwMFAw%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DECZkZ7L4K5wtYATS2Dcn5f602J65GxudeI0GNy3YvRWp0H-K0MEPWSXeEUVx1gmc%26s%3DA3e4G3Lj96vCBbSCCqLCs-VFa9rWsNFKAQybEVxaL_U%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cab9868017b9b4cb2281308dbfa7fdf03%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638379200173871936%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1qBjV2GlJwSQQ7tkG8swCdh%2BkL%2FBEEMy5sk6DVXeDLg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__charitablehealth.kaiserpermanente.org_northern-2Dcalifornia%26d%3DDwMFAw%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3D48NZQRVjDaCv2Gmw1i8mvQn7NW6JCZtzEbrr50kmpyo%26m%3DECZkZ7L4K5wtYATS2Dcn5f602J65GxudeI0GNy3YvRWp0H-K0MEPWSXeEUVx1gmc%26s%3DA3e4G3Lj96vCBbSCCqLCs-VFa9rWsNFKAQybEVxaL_U%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cab9868017b9b4cb2281308dbfa7fdf03%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638379200173871936%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1qBjV2GlJwSQQ7tkG8swCdh%2BkL%2FBEEMy5sk6DVXeDLg%3D&reserved=0
https://charitablehealth.kaiserpermanente.org/california/?kp_shortcut_referrer=kp.org%2Fchcp
https://aging.ca.gov/Survey_of_LGBTQIA/


 

Solano County, in collaboration with Napa/Solano Area on Aging 
and Innovative Health Solutions (IHS), has unveiled the Solano 
Master Plan for Aging (MPA), a strategic initiative to address the 
evolving needs of the growing population of older and disabled 
adults in Solano County. The plan is shaped with active input from 
community leaders and professionals to ensure a targeted, impactful 
approach. 

A public meeting is scheduled from 9:30 to 11:30am, Tuesday, 
January 30, inside the Solano County Events Center, 601 Texas 
Street.  

The MPA is a proactive response to the observable diversification 
and accelerated growth of the older adult population in Solano 
County and the State of California. In the next decade, the number 
of older adults in Solano County is expected to double, representing 
20% of the county's population. The plan outlines evidence-based 
approaches and five strategic plan goals to address this 
demographic shift and its unique challenges. 

To register, click here.  

https://www.innovativehealths.com/mpasolano


Final Draft Land Use Scenario, fiscal, and 
feasibility analysis reports are now 
available 

 

The final draft land use scenarios, fiscal and feasibility analysis 
reports for the North Study Area in the city of Benicia visioning 
process are now available at www.ci.benicia.ca.us/northstudyarea. 

These documents were developed through the public engagement 
effort that occurred in 2022-2023. The visioning process is on hold 
due to uncertainties around property control. However, the release of 
this information may help to illuminate economic and fiscal outcomes 
related to various types land development scenarios.  

 

Updates from around Solano County 

Betty Moreno 
My condolences to Betty Moreno who died 
last month. She was a VFW Auxiliary 
member and a longtime member of the 
Benicia Veterans memorial Hall. 

On Saturday, December 23, 2023, Betty 
Jean Moreno was called home to be with the 
lord. At age 96, Betty peacefully passed 
away surrounded by her family. Vallejo was 
her beloved home, where she resided for 60 
years. She was preceded in death by her 

husband of 48 years, Saul Moreno, as well as her father, Arch Paul 
Dodson and mother Lois McGlothern, brothers, Paul Dodson and 
Bobby Dodson, sister Patsy Evans, and long-time partner Charlie 
Travers. Betty is survived by her three daughters: Lisa (Rick) 
Williams, Lori (Michael) Lehman, and Gina (Jon) Meleski, brother 
William R. Dodson, sisters Joberta Lehman and Paula Stevenson, 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHA6Ly93d3cuY2kuYmVuaWNpYS5jYS51cy9ub3J0aHN0dWR5YXJlYSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAxMTEuODgzOTIyNTEifQ.V6V5YdllIgFgrmwXPgEzYVTJiohYET2LNY7T1fr3EeU_s_2975420742_br_234817181728-2Dl%26d%3DDwMFAw%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3DMomLJVsk3B6lNBRk64ocArXFtSdjd6dBw7u-ApLJ9kc%26m%3DSsstZTse_F5tV3JcOuTQAayioNrQjnJ1TdKErc0md9y1oB--GuUqimB1A8oMHRma%26s%3DgrWHUCsqB7RcmJHFu6LnPelUHWh_oxs_L-jSNf-Bo00%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cdd43a0f767e743c90acb08dc12e452af%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638406019077902913%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zq%2FnQ6595iv0040kh3AdEN53%2BFJooaQXoxzvmJJ0fUc%3D&reserved=0


grandchildren, great-grandchildren, sisters-in-law, and several 
nieces and nephews. 

In lieu of flowers please send donations to: VFW AUXILIARY 1150 
1st street Benicia, CA 94510 Attention: Michele Hevener. 

Viewing is from 4 to 7pm, Friday, January 12 -at Colonial Chapels, 
1000 Redwood Street in Vallejo. The funeral is scheduled for 11am, 
Saturday, January 13 at Colonial Chapels, 1000 Redwood Street in 
Vallejo. 

Wild Thing 

 

Fairfield Poet Laureate Suzanne Bruce in collaboration with the 
Fairfield-Suisun City Visual Arts Association invites you to write a 
poem to an art piece from the exhibit of Wild Thing.  

Exhibition dates are from January 10 to February 17 with an art 
reception and poetry reading from 4 to 6pm, Saturday, January 27. 

The exhbit is at the Solano Town Center Gallery, 1350 Travis Blvd., 
#D-8, Fairfield (inside the Solano Town Center Mall). Art can be 
seen at the Gallery from 11am to 6pm on Wednesday to Sunday  

Upcoming Touro-Solano Public Health 
Mobile Vaccine Clinics in January 2024 



 

All Touro-Solano Public Health Clinics are now Walk-ins for 
everyone 3 years and over. The clinics are offering free of charge: 

• Part of the vaccine requirements for 7th Grade 

• Tdap Vaccine for 10+ years 

• Influenza Vaccine for 3+ years 

• No-cost COVID-19 vaccine. 2023-2024 Formula for 
adults without health insurance and adults 
whose insurance does not cover all vaccine costs. 

If you have health insurance (Medi-Cal, Medicare Part B, Medicare 
Part D, Private Insurance). Visit your primary care doctor or local 
pharmacy for COVID-19 vaccine availability. Other vaccine clinics 
can be found by visiting the following 
sites: http://vaccines.gov/ and  https://MyTurn.Ca.Gov 

US Navy Blue Angels to headline Wings 
Over Solano at Travis Air Force Base 

Although the skies may be cloudy and wet right now, Travis Air 
Force Base is planning for the return of Wings Over Solano, 
featuring the United States Navy’s Blue Angels. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__vaccines.gov_%26d%3DDwMFAg%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3DDUmT_a5wRSzdb3u9GPSTuYdy2j80yDbMwDV0nHDK9-I%26m%3D_42pcXPnH7W-1FGZvE5lX1CAsZxfCzYtd3NvLenLqcEmZ3RVx4YM2-ePyF2MyoSy%26s%3DMdycCulop1CrDLjJ-TF6qakXRtA0iPpVuN7dO0frgfY%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C726da0f51ff34bb15ffe08dc11500fa7%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638404282786473928%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2BMHLGg8BpbgSNDpWLakZ88IWP3wJcXiOueZEnx0eBU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__MyTurn.Ca.Gov%26d%3DDwMFAg%26c%3De71KFwQiz1Uq9SWN1ahPySYgwkr698SChpwjtuH1HMQ%26r%3DDUmT_a5wRSzdb3u9GPSTuYdy2j80yDbMwDV0nHDK9-I%26m%3D_42pcXPnH7W-1FGZvE5lX1CAsZxfCzYtd3NvLenLqcEmZ3RVx4YM2-ePyF2MyoSy%26s%3D8D9EcsGzDofD51TuQDks755ZUa2IhTj2tDpk9i5wpBs%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C726da0f51ff34bb15ffe08dc11500fa7%7C5e7f20ace5f14f838c3bce44b8486421%7C0%7C0%7C638404282786473928%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N34Zk%2FZE0G94%2Bug2%2Fr%2BEc4yBEhaQm2stkS5iXLlZInU%3D&reserved=0


The show is scheduled to take place over two days on March 16 and 
March 17 on the Travis Air Force Base flight line. 

To read more, click here.  

Computer skills 

 

The Solano Workforce Development Board and America’s Job 
Center California are partnering to provide basic computer skills 
classes that will review basic computer, internet basics and using 
email. 

The classes will take place from 3:30 to 5pm, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 500 Chadbourne Road in Fairfield.  

For more information, contact Sheryl Cutler at (707) 863-3598 or 
at scutler@solanowdb.org. 

https://www.kron4.com/news/bay-area/us-navy-blue-angels-to-headline-wings-over-solano-at-travis-air-force-base/
mailto:scutler@solanowdb.org


Red Top Road Widening Project Update 

 

The cold, wet weather has slowed construction activities on Red Top 
Road. As weather allows, the developer Discovery Builders and its 
contractors, are scheduled to install concrete center medians this 
week. 

There are approximately 1,500 linear feet of center median and work 
is anticipated to continue through next week. Once constructed, the 
new center median will channel traffic and allow eastbound left turns 
at Valerian and Havenhill drives. The rain has also caused some 
erosion control impacts so Public Works will work with the 
developer to remedy these issues by installing stormwater best 
management practices, e.g., fiber rolls, sediment check dams, etc. 

Lopes Road Raw Water Transmission Line 
MOU 

 

The Benicia City Council approved a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between the cities of Fairfield and Benicia for 
cost-sharing of the Lopes Road raw water transmission line. 

The MOU between the two cities was approved at the city council 
meeting held on Tuesday, December 19, 2023. Benicia will 



collaborate with Fairfield on the reconstruction project. Both cities 
experienced damage in the same location and have a shared need 
to repair the hillside slope, Lopes Road, and reconstruct both cities' 
pipelines. Public Works staff continues to work on the emergency 
repair. 

They are committed to delivering safe water to the community and 
look forward to the ongoing partnership with Fairfield. 

Rosey program 

 

The Rosey Tablet Program by Meals on Wheels of Solano County is 
designed to connect seniors to their friends, families, and 
communities through technology. If you or someone you know: Live 
alone or feel isolated, aren't very comfortable with technology, want 
to connect to your family, friends, and community, you will love this 
program! 

Solano County seniors age 60+ or permanently disabled adults 
qualify.  



For more information, click here or call (707) 806-0164. 

Solano Reads 

 

Solano County Library invites residents to participate in the Solano 
Reads 2024 program, which asks participants to read a book for 
each of the twelve observance months. Participants will earn a 
commemorative enamel pin for every four monthly challenges they 
complete, for up to three pins! 

January: International Holocaust Remembrance Day, January 
27: Read a book to honor and remember the profound stories and 
impact of the Holocaust. 

February: Black History Month: Celebrate and reflect on the 
culture and experiences of Black Americans. Read a book written by 
a Black author. 

March: Women’s History Month: To recognize and celebrate the 
contributions of women throughout history and contemporary 
society. Read stories about women or books by women writers. 

April: Arab American Heritage Month: To celebrate Arab 
American heritage and culture and recognize the contributions of 
Arab Americans and Arabic-speaking Americans. Read books that 
highlight Arabic culture and history. 

May: Asian Pacific American Heritage Month: Read a book that 
celebrates Asian or Pacific Islander culture or highlights the 
American-born or immigrant experience. 

June: Pride Month: Honor the movement for LGBT rights and 
celebrate LGBT culture. Read books featuring lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer/questioning (LGBTQ) individuals. 

July: Disability Pride Month: To celebrate people with disabilities, 
their culture, contributions to society, and to end the stigma around 
disability. Read a story that portray members of the disabled 
community in positive and significant featured roles. 

August: South Asian Heritage Month: To celebrate the heritage of 
people with roots in South Asian countries of India, Pakistan, 

https://www.mealsonwheelssolano.org/rosey


Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, Nepal, Bhutan, and the 
Maldives. Read stories by South Asian and Indian authors. 

September: Hispanic Heritage Month: Read a book that 
celebrates Hispanic culture or highlights the American-born or 
immigrant experience. 

October: Filipino American History Month: Commemorates the 
first Filipinos to arrive in the continental United States. Read books 
that celebrate Filipino culture, heritage, and history. 

November: Native American Heritage Month: Celebrate the 
heritage and culture of the Native peoples and recognize their 
contributions to American history. Read stories about or by 
indigenous people. 

December: Universal Month for Human Rights: Commemorates 
the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the 
United Nations. Read stories about human rights activists or stories 
on human rights. 

To register, click here or download the Beanstack app.  

City of Vallejo accepting commission 
applications 

The City of Vallejo is seeking 
applicants for several boards and 
commissions, including the 
Solano County Mosquito 
Abatement District and the 
SolTrans Public Advisory 
Committee. Vallejo residents who 
are interested in serving on an 
advisory body are invited to 
submit an application and 
supplemental questionnaire for 
consideration. 

There are currently openings on 
the following boards, commissions, and committees: 

• Commission on Culture & the Arts (2) terms expire 
12/31/27 

• Code Enforcement Appeals Board (1) Term expires 
12/31/27 

• Housing Authority (1) tenant commissioner) term to expire 
12/31/24 

• McCune Collection Commission (1) term to expire 6/30/24 

• Measure P Oversight Committee – District 1 Member 
Only (1) term to expire 10/10/24 

• Participatory Budget Steering Committee (3 alternates) 
terms expire 6/30/25 

https://solanolibrary.beanstack.org/reader365
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• Surveillance Advisory Board – District 3 Member 
Only (1) term to expire 1/2/25 

• Solano County Mosquito Abatement District (SCMA) 
Board (1) Vallejo representative. Term to expire 4 years 
from date of appointment 

• Solano Transportation Authority (STA) Pedestrian 
Advisory Committee (PAC) (1) Vallejo representative. 
Term to expire 12/31/26 

For City Boards and Commissions, except for the Commission on 
Culture & the Arts, McCune Collection, Surveillance Advisory Board, 
and the Participatory Budgeting Steering Committee, all appointed 
members must complete and file a Statement of Economic Interests, 
Form 700, within 30 days of appointment. 

All City Board and Commission members must complete AB 
1234 Ethics training and file a Certificate of Completion within 30 
days of appointment. 

In most instances, to be eligible for appointment, applicants must be 
residents of the City of Vallejo. Information regarding the duties of 
each board and commission and specific criteria for appointment 
may be found within each application. With some exceptions, 
appointments are typically for a term of 4 years. 

Interviews with the City Council will be held in June/early July. 
Specific dates will be announced at a later date. Applicants must 
attend the interview to be considered for appointment on a 
committee or commission. 

Application forms and supplemental questionnaires are accessible in 
several ways: 

• The City’s website, located on the Boards and 
Commissions page 

• At City Hall, Office of the City Clerk, 555 Santa Clara Street, 
3rd Floor, Vallejo, CA 

• By Email at abrahamson@cityofvallejo.net, or by phone at 
(707) 648-4527 

By UP Postal Mail: City of Vallejo, C/O City Clerk, PO Box 3068, 
Vallejo, CA 94590 

Solano Public Health’s Don’t Think Know 
Program 
Solano Public Health has launched a new 
program, Don’t Think Know (DTK), a free 
Sexually Transmitted Infection (STI) testing 
resource that is now available in Solano County. 

DTK is a free and confidential home test kit for 
vaginal chlamydia and gonorrhea infections. The 
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free home test kit program is currently available to young women, 
girls, transmen, and any person with a vagina who is between 12 to 
24 years of age and living in Solano County. 

It is ideal for those who prefer testing at home instead of visiting a 
clinic. DTK serves as a reliable option for remotely accessing health 
information and guidance, ensuring seamless and efficient care in 
the privacy and comfort of your home or wherever you feel 
comfortable! Get tested conveniently and confidentially. 

Visit solano.dontthinkknow.org for more information. Clients can 
place an order through a laptop, smart device, or by calling (707) 
784-8001. Results will take 3 to 5 days. For additional support, 
email Solano@DontThinkKnow.org. 

Fairfield Adult School Classes Starting 
January 2024 

Fairfield Adult School is offering several classes in computers and 
technology, professional trades and education starting in January 
2024. 

Classes include Basic Computer Skills, Introduction to Microsoft 
Excel, Forklift Operator, Introduction to Welding, and Paraeducator 
Exam. 

To view available classes and register, click here. Registration can 
also be done in person at 900 Travis Blvd., Fairfield. For more 
information, call (707) 421-4155. 

Benicia Lyft rides 
The Solano Transportation 
Authority (STA) will pay a 
portion of your Lyft rides 
throughout the City of 
Benicia, and to Springstowne 
Center in Vallejo. These 
rides are valid only to 
specific destinations and 
between the hours of 6am to 
9pm for Benicia residents. To 
qualify you must be an older 
adult (65+), a veteran, or 
ADA eligible. If your pickup 

or drop-off is outside the specified areas, the discount is not valid. 
More questions? Call the mobility call center: 1-800-535-6883 

Benicia Veterans Memorial Hall 
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The VFW POST 3928 and Auxiliary, AMERICAN LEGION POST 
101 and Auxiliary, and SONS of the LEGION Auxiliary offer the 
following: 

FROM THE GRILL: Food serving days will be limited to days as put 
out on text messages, watch for texts on what nights are having 
dinners; “Join the text” information for weekly updates. 

The Benicia Veterans Memorial Hall is located at 1150 First Street. 

Monday- Open night 

Tuesday- Open night, second Tuesday of the month hot dogs with 
Boys Under the Hood 

Wednesday- Hot Dogs 

Thursday- Oren's Nacho Bar 

Fridays- Burgers by the volunteers from each group for rest of the 
year; Donations are requested to support this. Be kind to those 
cooking as they are volunteers trying to make you happy! Don’t be a 
ruddy pooddy! 

Spencer’s House Karaoke – Hosted by Oren (schedule 
related)1900hrs. 

Saturday, Sunday whatever comes our way 

ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

Volunteer(s) always welcome to cook on a day or help out, contact 
Donna to setup date and time. We’ll help you with your ideas as 
possible. 

If you have an idea for an event, GREAT, but bring to the table your 
whole plan for the event, what is it for, when, how to do it, etc. 
present it to the House Commission. 

January 12: American Legion Auxiliary doing burgers (Gary, Chris 
and friends) 

13 

14 

15 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

16 Veterans House Commission meeting 



17 SONS AMERICAN LEGION meet at 1900 hours; Hot dogs;18 

19 VFW burgers by Shawn 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 VFW Auxiliary burgers by Michelle & Deb 

26 

27 Day of Remembrance will be observed including the crews of 
Apollo 1 and space shuttles Challenger and Columbia. 

28 

29 

30 

31 

 

Upcoming events in Solano County 

Vallejo Project’s Unity Garden Tree 
workshop 

Vallejo Project's Unity Garden volunteers are looking for community 
members interested in assisting with replanting trees, finishing up a 
drip irrigation system, and preparing the garden's annual vegetable 
plot for the upcoming Spring season. 

This public, hands-on garden workday will help to improve the soil 
and trees in the garden's orchard area, part of the demonstration 
food forest at the Transformation Village in Vallejo. This is a great 
opportunity to learn about permaculture, food forests, earthworks, 
and other local gardening projects. Lunch will be provided. 

The event is from 10am to 3pm, Saturday, January 13, at 
the Vallejo Project Unity Garden, 2160 Sacramento Street. 



To register, click here. 

Poetry in Notion 

Poetry in Notion welcomes all who are interested in poetry every 2nd 
Saturday of the month. Participants are invited to bring their poems 
to share in a read around circle, discuss ideas for writing poetry, or 
simply come and listen. Poetry in Notion is hosted by the Co-Poet 
Laureates of Vallejo, Jacalyn Eyvonne and Kathleen Herrmann. 

The next session is scheduled for 12 to 2pm, Saturday, January 13 
inside the John F. Kennedy Public Library, 505 Santa Clara 
Street in downtown Vallejo. 

Leaders of Men Inc. in partnership with 
Solano County Presents: A Men's 
Conference 

 

Teen anime cafe 
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The Fairfield Civic Center library’s Teen Anime Café is returning this 
month! This program for teens will feature anime from Crunchyroll, 
manga, Japanese snacks and meeting other anime/manga fans! 

The cafe will take place at 4pm, Wednesday, January 17, at the 
Fairfield Civic Center Library, 1150 Kentucky Street. 

Sports Gym Opens Jan. 19 



 

You’re invited to join the Greater Vallejo Recreation District for a 
ribbon cutting at our newly acquired and updated GVRD Sports 
Gym! In addition to the ceremony, refreshments will be served and 
there will be a swag giveaway for the first 50 guests. There will be 
free open gym pickleball in the evening from 6 to 8pm. 

The GVRD Sports Gym ribbon cutting will be from 4 to 5pm, Friday, 
January 19, 501 Starr Ave., in the gymnasium. 

Healing our Future: Addressing Black 
Maternal and Infant Health in Solano 
County Seminar 



Solano County Supervisor Wanda 
Williams, Black Women Organized for 
Political Action Solano/Napa Chapter & 
Solano County Health and Social 
Services presents their seminar Healing 
Our Future: Addressing Black Maternal 
and Infant Health in Solano County 
scheduled for Saturday, January 20, 
2024 from 11:30am to 1:30pm in 
Fairfield. 

The program will be held at the Solano 
County Events Center, 601 Texas 
Street, Fairfield. 

Sponsorship opportunities and booth space is available. For more 
information, contact Latressa Wilson Alford 
at llwilsonalford@solanocounty.com. 

Poetry Reading and Open Mic 

mailto:llwilsonalford@solanocounty.com


 

The Dynamic Trio: Francesca Bell, Connie Post and Luke Johnson 
will hold a special reading from 1 to 3pm, Saturday, January 20 at 
the Fairfield Cordelia Library, 5050 Business Center Drive.  

An Open Mic will follow their readings. 

Arts Benicia 
Join Arts Benicia Gallery for their 
annual Arts Benicia members-only 
Community Art Exhibition! An exhibition in 
which the wealth of talent of their regional 
member artists, ranging from those with 

limited experience to master artists, is shared. The exhibition runs 



from January 20 through February 25, and will feature over 150 
works. Gallery Hours for the exhibition: Thursday to Sunday, 1 to 5 
pm. The Arts Benicia Gallery is located at 1 Commandant’s Lane 

The opening reception for Art of a Community 2024 will take place 
on Saturday, January 20, from 4 to 6pm. Music for the opening 
reception will be provided by Jim Kovalcik who has been playing 
professionally since he was 16 with over 50 years performing in 
many different places and musical settings. 

In addition, Arts Benicia also has special events related to the 
exhibition located at the Arts Benicia Gallery: Ekphrastic Poetry 
Event, Sunday, February 18, 2 to 4 pm 
and Family Art Day, Sunday, February 4, 1 to 3 pm. 

The Arts Benicia Gallery is located at 1 Commandant’s Lane, 
Benicia, in the Commanding Officer’s Quarters, in the historic 
Benicia Arsenal. Gallery hours are Thursday through Sunday, 1 to 5 
pm. Visitors are invited to walk throughout the historic mansion built 
in 1860, an important and interesting part of our town’s history. For 
more information visit https://artsbenicia.org 

Arts Benicia also offers art classes for adults and youth, many of 
which are open to beginners. Consider checking out the new classes 
listed on our website. For our full listings, please 
visit https://artsbenicia.org/adult-
classes and https://artsbenicia.org/youth-art-classes 

Interested in sponsoring a program with Arts Benicia? The support of 
local businesses and donors is essential to the quality and reach of 
our programs. To find out more about sponsoring an Arts Benicia 
exhibition or program, please get in touch by 
emailing info@artsbenicia.org 

Speakers Series: "Old 84" 
Join historian and journalist Brendan Riley as 
he describes another Mare Island legacy. 
The Navy's first land-based prison was built 
on Mare Island in 1868, and that prison soon 
became infamous throughout the fleet. The 
Navy was in transition from a time when 
ship's officers punished errant sailors by 
flogging them with a "cat o' nine tails." 
Following an 1850 congressional ban on 
flogging, the Navy experimented with 
alternative punishments, but it soon became 

clear a land-based prison system was needed. 

The event will take place from 3 to 4:30pm, Sunday, January 21 
inside St. Peter's Chapel, 1181 Walnut Ave, Mare Island, Vallejo. 

To buy a ticket, click here.  

https://artsbenicia.org/
https://artsbenicia.org/adult-classes
https://artsbenicia.org/adult-classes
https://artsbenicia.org/youth-art-classes
mailto:info@artsbenicia.org
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Tobacco Free Solano 2023 Celebration 

 

Tobacco Free Solano will host its celebration of 2023 from 5 to 7pm, 
on Wednesday, February 7 at the Solano County Health and Social 
Services Multipurpose Center, 2101 Courage Drive in the city of 
Fairfield. 

To register, click here.  

Crab feed 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFV888f9jv6bzt9M_D7hmbHHtUVvr2gjhjP0kDhSDdmg7IyA/viewform


 

The Court Appointed Special Advocates for Children (CASA) of 
Solano County will hold a crab feed fundraiser at 6pm, Saturday, 
February 17 inside the Northbay Administrative Center, 4500 
Business Center Drive in Fairfield.  

To buy tickets, click here.  

State of the City Event to feature lead 
economist 

 

The Fairfield-Suisun Chamber of Commerce will be hosting 
Fairfield’s State of the City presentation, "Looking Back, Moving 
Forward," on February 15, 2024, from 8am to 12pm at the Hilton 
Garden Inn, 2200 The Courtyard in the city of Fairfield. 

Mayor Catherine “Cat” Moy will be joined by City Manager, David 
Gassaway, and guest speaker, Jerry Nickelsburg. 

Nickelsburg is the Faculty Director of UCLA’s Anderson Forecast, a 
leading, unbiased economic organization that has focused on global, 
national, state, and local economies for over 70 years. He holds a 
Ph.D. in economics and specializes in monetary economics and 

https://www.casasolano.org/fundraisers/


econometrics. He also plays a key role in national, state, and 
regional economic modeling and forecasting. 

The breakfast event registration is now open for attendees at a cost 
of $50 per person.  

To buy tickets, click here.  

19th Annual Solano County African 
American Community Baby Shower 

A More Excellent Way Health 
Organization and community 
partners are inviting African 
American pregnant and 
breastfeeding women and 
expectant fathers to the Virtual 
and Drive-Thru “More Excellent 
Way Community Baby Shower” 
on Saturday, February 24, 

2024. This event is free and will include health and education 
workshops and a drive-thru health and resource fair. 

To register, click here. For more information, contact Monique Sims 
at Mnqsims@gmail.com or call (707) 319-7489. 

The event will take place from 10am to noon, Saturday, February 
25, 2024 via Zoom for the health and education workshops, and at 
Refuge Community Fellowship Church, 104 Lincoln Road, Vallejo 
from 12:30 to 2:30pm for the drive-thru health and resource fair. 

Open House 

https://fairfieldsuisun.chambermaster.com/eventregistration/register/8388
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Join the Museum of History, Benicia (MoHB) for a free evening at 
the Museum. Come out for a fun night of exhibits, surprises for the 
whole family, learn about the museum, how it operates, and 
volunteer opportunities, membership and so much more. 

The open house will take place from 5 to 8pm, Thursday, 
February 29, at 2060 Camel Road in Benicia. 

For more information, click here. 

Back to Basics Class available 

The Benicia Adult Education is offering a Back to Basics Class: A 
Sampler on Self-Sufficiency Living. It is a 16-week course that will 
cover topics such as growing food and herbs at home, beekeeping, 
keeping chickens, various methods of gardening, composting and 
making kombucha. 

Tuition is $250 and students will earn a certificate. The class begins 
on January 20, 2024 and runs through May 4, 2024. Classes are 
on Saturdays from 10 to 11am and will be held at the Benicia Adult 
School at 350 East K St., Room 7. To register, click here.  

Book club 
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The next Teen Rainbow Reads book club takes place on Tuesday, 
January 23 at 4:15pm inside the Fairfield Civic Center 
Library, 1150 Kentucky Street. 

Teen Rainbow Reads is a book club where teens get to read teen 
books featuring LGBTQ characters. All teens are welcome to join 
this book club! Snacks will be provided, too! 

Birth Justice 



 

The Solano Commission for Women and Girls and the Friends of the 
Commission for Women and Girls will host the third annual Birth 
Justice Solano event on February 25. 

As a 501c3 non-profit organization and fiscal agent in support of the 
SCWG, the Friends are instrumental in facilitating this vital 
educational and outreach opportunity, funded in part by a grant from 
the California Commission on the Status of Women. Birth Justice 
Solano 2024 aims to shed light on the critical issue of disparities in 
maternal health outcomes, with a particular focus on women of color 
in Solano County and beyond. 

Recent statistics underscore the urgency of our mission. Black and 
brown women face alarming maternal mortality rates, with black 
women being more than three times as likely to die from pregnancy-
related causes than their white counterparts. In Solano County, 
these disparities persist, highlighting the need for immediate 
attention and action. Birth Justice is not just an event; it is a 
response to a critical healthcare challenge that demands our 
collective commitment. 

The event is from 10am to 3pm, Sunday, February 25 at Touro 
University, Lander Hall,105 Owen Drive on Mare Island in the 
city of Vallejo. 

For more information or to express your interest, please reach 
out friendsofSCWG@gmail.com. To register, click here.  

Solano Community College crab and 
shrimp feed 

mailto:FriendsofSCWG@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/birth-justice-solano-2024-tickets-770446244457?aff=oddtdtcreator


 

The Solano Community College Educational Foundation will hold a 
crab and shrimp feed on Saturday, March 2, 2024 inside the 1400 
building at 4000 Suisun Valley Road, in the city of Fairfield. The 
early bird price is $70 through the month of November.  

For more information, and/or to buy tickets, click here.  

 

Looking for a job? Consider these links 

If you or someone you know is looking for a job, please consider a 
career with Solano County. Click HERE to access the website and 
follow on Facebook @SolanoCountyJobs. Please also consider 
these other employment resources, including: 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
CITY OF BENICIA 
CITY OF FAIRFIELD 
CITY OF VALLEJO 
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New business in downtown Vallejo. Photo: John Glidden 

 

 

 
First elected in 2016, Monica represents 
District 2 on the Solano County Board of 
Supervisors. District 2 encompasses the 
city of Benicia, the portion of Vallejo south 
of Georgia Street, Mare Island, Cordelia, 
Green Valley and a portion of Fairfield.  
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