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A BRIEF HISTORY OF SOLANO COUNTY’S ORDERLY GROWTH INITIATIVE AND  
CITY CENTERED GROWTH POLICIES 
In December 1980, the Solano County Board of Supervisors adopted a General Plan Land Use and 
Circulation Element that established a development policy of city-centered growth. Under the 1980 
General Plan, urban development was to be confined to patterns that did not conflict with essential 
agricultural lands, while rural and suburban development was to be confined to non-essential marginal 
agricultural lands. The 1980 General Plan was intended to provide policy guidance for shaping growth 
and development within the unincorporated areas of Solano County, and for protecting its agricultural 
and natural resources, until the year 1995.  This Plan provided the cornerstone for future local land use 
patterns, with local measures going to the voters in 1994 and 2008 that reaffirmed the essential 
provisions and policies.    
 

Proposition A, an initiative measure passed by the voters 
of Solano County in June 1984, reaffirmed the General 
Plan’s policies of city-centered growth and farmland 
protection, and imposed strict limitations on the County 
Board of Supervisor’s ability to allow new residential, 
commercial, or industrial development in agricultural and 
open-space areas. Proposition A was a limited-term 
measure that was to expire in December 1995.  In 1994, 
the voters of Solano County proposed the Orderly Growth 
Initiative to extend the protections of Proposition A until 

December 31, 2010. In response to broad public support for that proposal, the Solano County Board of 
Supervisors adopted the Orderly Growth Initiative as its Resolution No. 94-170 on July 26, 1994.  For 28 
years, the 1980 General Plan, Proposition A, and the Orderly Growth Initiative have protected working 
farms, ranches, and watershed areas in Solano County by directing urban growth and development into 
our cities.  
 
With the County’s comprehensive General Plan update 
in 2008, Measure T was passed by the voters which 
continues to protect Solano County’s working farms, 
ranches and watershed areas by extending the 
essential provisions of the Orderly Growth Initiative 
for the anticipated duration of the new 2008 Solano 
County General Plan. 
 
CORNERSTONE POLICIES OF CITY-CENTERED 
GROWTH AND FARMLAND PROTECTION 
 Provide each city in Solano County the 

opportunity to develop with its own unique character  
 Reduce flood risks, improved air quality, and protected our water quality  
 Prevent poorly-planned growth and development 
 Assure the continued preservation of working farms, ranches, and watershed areas between the 

cities of Solano County 
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BENEFITS 
 Maintains the current development strategy of city-centered growth 
 Retains the overall function of the Orderly Growth Initiative, while updating and refining the 

Initiative’s policies and land use designations  
 Protects and supports agriculture as an important component of Solano County’s economy and 

quality of life  
 Provides an opportunity for farm-based, businesses, such as wineries, to develop successfully 

within Solano County  
 Encourages the location of new industrial and agricultural processing facilities  
 Sustains and enhances Solano County’s natural environment, including its diverse species, 

watersheds, natural communities, and wildlife corridors  
 Ensures sufficient opportunities for residential, commercial, and industrial development within 

areas served by the cities, to provide all Solano County’s residents with a vibrant economy and 
affordable housing options  

 Protects the health, safety, and welfare of Solano County’s residents by avoiding more air 
pollution, water pollution, water shortages, traffic congestion, noise and other adverse 
environmental impacts from urban sprawl  

 Prevents costly and inefficient extensions of urban services and infrastructure to rural areas of 
the County  

 Permits Solano County to continue to bear its fair share of regional growth and provide safe, 
decent affordable places for people to live in our cities  

 Prevents piecemeal amendments of the Solano County General Plan that would allow 
development on agricultural and open space lands  

 Helps increase our supply of good jobs by encouraging job development in our growing 
agriculturally-based industries 

 


