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RHNA BACKGROUND

 State Housing Element 
requirement intended to ensure 
that all regions in California are 
planning to provide their “fair 
share” of the State’s affordable 
housing need

 California Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development (HCD) uses 
population projections to 
determine State-wide housing 
need (number of units)

WHAT IS RHNA?



RHNA BACKGROUND

 HCD determines housing need for 
each region and assigns them to 
Councils of Government (such as 
ABAG) for a projected period of 
time

 Next Housing Element cycle is 
2023-2030

WHAT IS RHNA?



RHNA BACKGROUND

 ABAG will receive its 2023-2030 RHNA numbers from 
HCD for all nine Bay Area Counties, including Solano 
County in 2020 (approx.)

 ABAG will determine methodology for how the housing 
allocation is divided among Counties and Cities in Bay 
Area through public process

 Once assigned, jurisdictions must show in their 
Housing Elements how they will accommodate their 
portion of the Bay Area’s RHNA

ALLOCATION PROCESS



SOLANO COUNTY SUBREGION

 State law permits cities 
within a county to develop 
“Subregions”

 A Subregion can work 
together to allocate units 
among members using a 
methodology different 
than the region’s



SOLANO COUNTY SUBREGION

 For 2014-2022 RHNA, Solano County established a 
Subregion of the seven Cities and Unincorporated 
Solano County

 San Mateo and Napa Counties also formed 
subregions

 Solano County subregion contracted with DC&E to 
assist with the technical analysis of various 
subregional methodologies 

 Solano County’s Planning Directors worked together to 
consider alternative methodologies tailored to Solano 
County’s market and needs



Jurisdiction Income Distribution Regional Housing Needs Allocation

Very 
Low

Low Mod Above 
Mod

Very 
Low

Low Mod Above 
Mod

Total

Benicia 28.7% 16.5% 17.1% 37.6% 94 54 56 123 327

Dixon 25.3% 12.1% 15.2% 47.2% 50 24 30 93 197

Fairfield 24.6% 12.9% 14.7% 47.6% 779 404 456 1,461 3,100

Rio Vista 15.1% 12.1% 16.1% 56.5% 45 36 48 170 299

Suisun City 29.5% 11.2% 11.5% 47.6% 147 57 60 241 505

Vacaville 26.4% 12.3% 15.9% 45.2% 287 134 173 490 1,084

Vallejo 20.7% 13.0% 15.4% 50.6% 283 178 211 690 1,362

County 25.3% 14.2% 19.0% 41.2% 26 15 19 43 103

Subregion Total 1,711 902 1,053 3,311 6,977

CURRENT SOLANO COUNTY RHNA

Based on Subregional Allocation



RHNA CONSIDERATIONS

 General Upcoming RHNA schedule:

July 2019:  ABAG to begin development of new RHNA

July 2021:  ABAG adopts Final RHNA

(ABAG’s development of Plan Bay Area 2050 to occur concurrent 
with RHNA development)

 Recent legislation(and proposed) seems to indicate 
that future RHNA allocations will be affected by past 
performance and actual construction  

 Begin discussions about whether Solano County 
should form a Subregion again?  How to administer 
process at local level?
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