SOLANO COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
AND NOTICE OF SCOPING MEETING
FOR WOODCREEK 66 PROJECT
March 2014
TO:

Responsible Agencies, Trustee Agencies, and Interested Persons

RE:

Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (“Draft EIR”) for the Woodcreek
66 project and Notice of EIR Scoping Meeting

In accordance with the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), Solano County
(County) has determined that the project will require preparation of an EIR. An Environmental Initial
Study was used to focus the EIR on the issues that were found to be significant.
Solano County will be the lead agency for preparation of the EIR. The applicant is Woodcreek Homes,
Inc. The purpose of the Notice of Preparation is to provide an opportunity for public agencies, interested
parties, and the public to comment on the scope and content of the EIR. Comments in response to this
Notice of Preparation should be submitted to the County no later than 5:00 PM on April 21, 2014.

Public Scoping Meeting
th

A public scoping meeting on the Draft EIR will be held on Thursday, March 27 , 2014 2:00PM, in the
Board of Supervisors Chambers at the Solano County Administration Center, 675 Texas Street in
Fairfield. The purpose of the EIR scoping meeting is to solicit the views of interested parties requesting
notice, responsible agencies, agencies with jurisdiction by law, trustee agencies, involved federal
agencies, and Solano County, as to the appropriate scope and content of the Draft EIR.

Comment Period
This Notice of Preparation (“NOP”) initiates the CEQA scoping process. The comment period for this
NOP will run from March 21, 2014 to April 21, 2014

Contact Information and Location of Documents for Review
Comments in response to this Notice of Preparation and questions should be addressed to:
Jim Leland, Principal Planner
Solano County Dept. of Resource Management
675 Texas Street, Suite 5500
Fairfield, CA 94533
Phone (707) 784-6765
Fax (707) 784-4805
JHLeland@SolanoCounty.com.
A copy of materials related to the EIR is available for public review at the Solano County Government
Center at the address listed above.
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Focus of Input
The County relies on responsible and Trustee agencies to provide information relevant to the analysis of
resources falling within the jurisdiction of such agencies. The County encourages input for the proposed
project EIR, with a focus on the following topics:
►

Scope of Environmental Analysis. Guidance on the scope of analysis for this EIR, including
identification of issues that will require closer study due to the location and character of the project;

►

Mitigation Measures. Ideas for feasible mitigation, including mitigation that would avoid, eliminate,
or reduce potentially significant or significant impacts of the project;

►

Alternatives. Suggestions for alternatives to the project that could potentially reduce or avoid
potentially significant or significant impacts, including alternatives designs, alternative mixes of land
use, alternative phasing strategies, and other options; and

►

Interested Parties. Identification of public agencies, public and private groups, and individuals that
the County should notice regarding this project and accompanying EIR.

Project Description
The proposed project is a 66-lot subdivision located on approximately 33 acres of land in three existing
parcels. Individual lots would each consist of a single-family residential parcel approximately onequarter acre in size (10,000-square-foot minimum). Access to the project would be from Suisun Valley
Road and Rockville Road. Exhibit 1 illustrates the proposed project.

Project Location
The triangular-shaped project site is bordered by Oakwood Drive to the west, Suisun Valley Road to the
east, and Rockville Road to the north (see Exhibit 2). The project site is located in the Rockville area of
unincorporated western Solano County, just outside Fairfield City limits.

Infrastructure
Implementation of the project will require new roadways, water lines, sewer lines, and drainage
systems. The EIR will analyze the environmental impacts of constructing the infrastructure identified
below. Infrastructure will be designed to serve development anticipated as a part of project.
Roadways
The project site is bordered by Suisun Valley Road, Rockville Road, and Oakwood Drive. Entrance and
egress would be provided from Rockville Road and from Suisun Valley Road. One of the internal streets
would cross over the Putah South Canal and would provide connectivity between the eastern and
western portions of the project site. Internal streets and improvements to off-site streets will be required
to meet County standards and conditions.
Water
Potable water for domestic use and fire protection would be provided to the project by way of a
Community Services Agency (CSA) formed by the County of Solano. The water would be purchased
from the adjacent City of Fairfield. A will-serve letter has been submitted by the City of Fairfield.
Irrigation water for the open space areas of the project would be supplied by the Solano Irrigation
District (SID). The proposed project is within the boundaries of the Solano Irrigation District.

Source: CSW/Stuber-Stroeh Engineering Group, Inc.; Adapted by AECOM 2013

Exhibit 1

Source: AECOM 2014

Exhibit 2

Project Location
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Sewer
The project applicant intends to file an application with the Solano County Local Agency Formation
Commission (LAFCO) to annex the remaining portion of the project site into the Fairfield-Suisun Sewer
District. All of the sixty six (66) residential units on the site would be served sewer by way of the
Community Services Agency (CSA). The Fairfield-Suisun Sewer District has provided a will-serve letter
indicating that it has the capacity in its existing system to provide sewer service to the project.
Drainage
Currently, three large watersheds from the Rockville Hills flow through the project site. A drainage ditch
along Oakwood Drive collects flow from two of the major watersheds, while flows from the third
watershed enter the project site through a culvert beneath Rockville Road. This culvert connects into the
Rockville Drain, which traverses the middle of the project site from north to south and turns to flow from
west to east along the southern border of the eastern portion of the site. The Rockville Drain conveys
runoff to three culverts under Suisun Valley Road. The culverts discharge to a ditch on the eastern side
of the Suisun Valley Road and runoff continues to flow to the east towards the Suisun Marsh.
The existing drainage swale along Oakwood Drive would be filled and replaced with a curb and minor
widening of the street. The existing off-site drainage would be redirected to the proposed on-site storm
drainage system and a new drainage ditch that would be constructed adjacent and parallel to Rockville
Road. The new drainage ditch parallel to Rockville Road would be connected to the existing Rockville
Drain. A new drainage ditch would also be constructed along the northeastern property line to collect
stormwater ponding in these areas. Stormwater from this ditch would drain into an on-site detention
basin west of Suisun Valley Road.
A stormwater runoff collection system with storm drain inlet structures, manholes, and conveyance
pipelines would be installed along project site roadways approximately every 400 feet. Runoff from the
project site would flow into the on-site stormwater collection system and would be directed through the
site through a series of vegetated swales and ditches in a generally northwest to southeast direction.
Water would then enter the on-site detention basins. The detention basin system would be designed to
reduce stormwater flows from the project site to levels that would be at or below existing pre-project
levels. The detention basins would not be wet year-round. The water would exit the detention basins on
the project site via gravity flow through two proposed 10-foot by 3-foot box culverts beneath Suisun
Valley Road, and would drain eastward toward Dan Wilson Creek and eventually into Cordelia Slough.

Phasing
Construction of the project is proposed in two phases. Phase 1 includes 24 units between Suisun Valley
Road and the existing on-site drainage ditch and would be constructed between Spring 2015 and Winter
2015. Phase 2 includes the 32 remaining units and would be constructed between Spring 2016 and
Winter 2018.

Permits and other Approvals
Implementation of the project will require approval by the Solano County Board of Supervisors. Other
permitting agencies with permitting approval or review authority over portions of the project may include
local, state, and federal agencies identified below. Other agencies with permitting approval or review
authority and other approvals may be identified during preparation of the EIR.
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Local
►

Bay Area Air Quality Management District: Authority to Construct and Permit to Operate.

►

City of Fairfield: Approval of water supply and conveyance plans and provision of water service to
the project site.

►

Solano County Local Agency Formation Commission: Approval of project site annexation to the
Fairfield-Suisun Sewer District.

►

Fairfield-Suisun Sanitary District: Approval of wastewater treatment and conveyance plans and
provision of sanitary sewer service to the project site.

State
►

San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB): National Pollutant Discharge
and Elimination System (NPDES) stormwater permits for runoff.

►

State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB): Section 401 Water Quality Certification.

►

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW): Section 1602 Streambed Alternative Agreement
(if necessary).

Federal
►

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: Clean Water Act Section 404 permit (if necessary).

►

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation: Approval of road and utility crossings of the Putah South Canal.

Project Objectives
The applicant has developed Project Objectives, which are used to guide development of alternatives,
and are presented below.
The overall objective is to create a 66-lot, single family residential subdivision reflecting local
character and development patterns. Lots will be created for homes designed to reflect the “country”
character and setting of the area. Individual lots will consist of a single-family residential parcel,
approximately one-quarter acre in size (10,000 sf minimum) where houses will individually reflect a
value greater than the existing neighborhood homes. Gateways into the new community will be
created at connections to Suisun Valley Road and Rockville Road. Common space, open space, and
recreational opportunities will be provided.
Woodcreek’s design responds to the existing land patterns through lot size and density. Individual
parcels are arranged to replicate existing land patterns, leaving an open space buffer along Rockville
Road and the new canal. Open space parcels bordering both sides of the entry road at Suisun Valley
Road create a separation from vehicular traffic and a gateway into the eastern portion of the
development. Stormwater treatment and retention will be addressed as part of the site design for
these open areas.
Along with responding to zoning policies and subdivision guidelines, the project will address the
existing on-site and surrounding storm drainage issues. The project will provide dedicated space for
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drainage ditches, canals, swales, and stormwater retention and treatment. This requires a full
understanding of the areawide drainage issues.

Type of Environmental Impact Report
The EIR will address impacts resulting from project construction and operation to enable the project
applicant, the County, and other agencies with jurisdiction over elements of the project to examine the
effects of implementing the proposed project. This EIR will include a detailed, project-level analysis that
is specific to the site of the proposed facilities and improvements. Solano County’s intent in evaluating
the proposed project at a project level of detail is that no additional CEQA document would be required
for additional regulatory approvals following adoption of the project, barring the occurrence of any of the
circumstances described in Public Resources Code Section 21166.

Potential Areas of Concern
Pursuant to Section 15143 of the State CEQA Guidelines, a lead agency may limit an EIR’s discussion
of environmental impacts to specific issue areas where significant impacts on the environment may
occur. Solano County used a variety of information to determine which issue areas would result in
significant or potentially significant impacts on the environment. This information included field surveys
of the project site; literature and database searches; professional judgment; review of project
characteristics; and comments on previous environmental documentation related to the project site.
This NOP is accompanied by an Initial Study, which is used to determine areas where the project would
have no impact, less-than-significant impacts, less-than-significant impacts with mitigation, or potentially
significant impacts that would require study in an EIR.
The Initial Study includes analysis to demonstrate that the project would have no impact, less-thansignificant impacts, or less-than-significant impacts with mitigation related to the following issue areas:
agricultural and forestry resources; conflicts with an adopted habitat conservation plan; geology, soils,
paleontological resources, and mineral resources; hazards and hazardous materials; land use and
planning; noise-sensitive uses and airports or private airstrips; and population and housing.
Impacts of the proposed project were determined to have significant adverse impacts in the following
issue areas: aesthetics; air quality; biological resources; cultural resources; landslide risk; greenhouse
gas emissions; hydrology and water quality; noise; public services and utilities (including recreation and
energy); and transportation/traffic. The EIR will include analysis of these topics, along with a reasonable
range of alternatives that will meet the basic project objectives, while attempting to avoid or substantially
lessen some or all of the significant environmental effects. The EIR will analyze the “no project”
alternative as required by CEQA and cumulative impacts, potential growth-inducing impacts, and
significant and unavoidable environmental effects.

