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LAND USE AND POPULATION

This chapter describes the existing land uses and population setting, summarizes applicable
regulations, evaluates the potential impacts from the construction and operation of the Montezuma
II Wind Energy Project (Montezuma II project), and considers mitigation measures to reduce or
avoid those impacts found to be potentially significant.
The chapter provides a general overview of agricultural land use issues; Chapter 6, Agricultural
Resources, provides a more detailed discussion of these issues. As required by the CEQA
Guidelines, this EIR evaluates the proposed Montezuma II project’s consistency with Solano
County General Plan policies and other applicable land use plans in each individual resource chapter.
Accordingly, as required by Section 15125(d) of the CEQA Guidelines, this EIR only evaluates the
proposed project’s potential conflicts with land use plans, policies, or regulations.
14.1 LAND USE AND POPULATION SETTING
Solano County is a predominately suburban and rural county located between the San Francisco and
Sacramento metropolitan areas. The County lies at the eastern edge of the San Francisco Bay and is
generally bordered to the north by Yolo County, the east by Yolo and Sacramento counties, the
south by the Sacramento River, and the west by Napa County and the San Francisco Bay.
Solano County covers 910 square miles (582,255 acres), consisting of approximately 830 square
miles of land (531,200 acres) and 80 square miles of water (51,200 acres) (Solano County Planning
Division 2008). Rural lands account for approximately 675 square miles (432,256 acres).
Incorporated land areas in the County total approximately 128 square miles (81,678 acres), and
unincorporated lands total approximately 773 square miles (494,437 acres) (Solano County Planning
Division 2008).
The Montezuma II project is located in the southeast portion of Solano County, in the Montezuma
Hills. The Montezuma Hills region is surrounded by County Scenic Roadway State Route 12 (SR
12) to the north, the Sacramento River to the south, the Suisun Marsh to the west, and the City of
Rio Vista to the east. Land uses immediately adjacent to the Project area include dry-land farming
and existing wind facility projects. Other nearby land uses include small rural community centers in
the nearby communities of Birds Landing (approximately 1.7 miles west of the nearest project
boundary), Collinsville (approximately 1.5 miles south of the nearest project boundary), and Rio
Vista (approximately 5.7 miles east of the nearest project boundary). Rio Vista Municipal Airport
(Rio Vista Airport) and Travis Air Force Base (Travis AFB) are located more than six and nine miles
away from the nearest project boundary, respectively, and the Suisun Marsh Secondary Management
Area is adjacent to Collinsville Road, which is the southwest project boundary. The Secondary Zone
of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta abuts Talbert Lane and is adjacent to the southern boundary
of the Project (Galef 2010).
14.1.1 Population and Urbanization
Solano County had a total population of 427,837 in January 2010 (Solano County 2010). According
to 2006 – 2008 American Community Survey estimates, Solano County’s population is
approximately 52.1percent Caucasian, 22.2 percent Hispanic or Latino, 14.8 percent African
American, 13.9 percent Asian, 5.7 percent two or more races, 0.8 percent Native Hawaiian and
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Other Pacific Islander, and 0.7 percent American Indian and Alaska Native (U.S. Census Bureau
2010).
Solano County cities include Benicia, Dixon, Fairfield, Rio Vista, Suisun City, Vacaville, and Vallejo.
All but two of these cities (Benicia and Rio Vista) are located along Interstate 80. Benicia is located
in southern Solano County near the conjunction of Interstates 780 and 680, and Rio Vista is located
to the east of the project area at the intersection of SR 84 and SR 12. Table 14.1-1 lists the
population statistics for Solano County cities. Unincorporated areas in Solano County account for
nearly 20,165 people (Solano County 2010).
Table 14.1-1
INCORPORATED CITY AND SOLANO COUNTY POPULATION
% Change, % Change
City/County
1990
2000
2010
1990-2000
2000-2010
Benicia
24,444
26,865
28,086
9.9%
4.5%
Dixon
10,401
16,103
17,605
54.8%
9.3%
Fairfield
77,211
96,178
105,955
24.6%
10.2%
Rio Vista
3,316
4,571
8,324
37.9%
82.1%
Suisun City
22,686
26,118
28,962
15.1%
10.9%
Vacaville
71,479
88,625
97,305
24.0%
9.8%
Vallejo
109,199 116,760
121,435
6.9%
4.0%
Solano County 340,421 394,542
427,837
15.9%
8.4%
Source: Solano County 2010 and Solano County Planning Division 2010.

Partially as a result of population increase, land uses in Solano County have become increasingly
urbanized over the last 30 years. Based on the most current California Department of Conservation
(CDC) Farmland Conversion information for the 2006 to 2008 period, 2,745 acres of approximately
360,561 acres of agricultural land were converted to other types of land use such as urbanized and
other lands (CDC 2009). Conversion to Urban/Built-up land accounted for 529 acres during this
period, which is approximately 0.15% of the total 2006 agricultural acreage in Solano County (CDC
2009). The rate of agricultural land conversion has increased from the previous reporting period,
2004 to 2006, when 1,614 of approximately 362,176 acres of agricultural land were converted to
other types of land use (CDC 2009a). Examples of urbanization include construction of new
agricultural processing, warehousing, and manufacturing facilities in Dixon; approximately 260 acres
of grazing land converted into housing; and a 50-acre addition to the B&J Sanitary Landfill north of
the Montezuma Hills. Overall, farmland conversions in the San Francisco Bay region continued to
decline in prominence in the 2004 to 2006 period (CDC 2008).
Solano County housing is comprised largely of owner-occupied units, with approximately 67%
owner-occupied housing units and 33% renter-occupied housing units (U.S. Census Bureau 2010).
Birds Landing and Collinsville are unincorporated towns located southwest of the Project area with
residential estate use densities of one unit per one-quarter to one acre of land.. Birds Landing
consists mainly of a cluster of homes and businesses at the intersection of Birds Landing and
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Collinsville Roads. Farther south in Collinsville, fewer than 20 homes are located along Collinsville
Road (Solano County Planning Division 2008).
The Project is located within zip code 94512. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 130 persons
resided in zip code 94512 in 2000 (U.S. Census Bureau 2010a). The community of Rio Vista is
relatively small with approximately 8,324 residents (Solano County 2010), however, as indicated in
Table 14.1-1, Rio Vista experienced an 82.1% increase in population between 2000 and 2010.
Housing within the City of Rio Vista is suburban-residential and urban-residential. Areas around
Rio Vista experience pressure to urbanize as the city begins to expand (Solano County Planning
Division 2008).
14.1.2 Land Use and Zoning
The predominant land use in Solano County is agriculture, which accounted for 56.5% of the total
land use in Solano County in 2006 (Solano County Planning Division 2008). The County’s
agricultural activities include irrigated agriculture, dry-land farming, and grazing/pasture, with
grazing land being largest single use of farmland in the County (see Chapter 6, Agricultural and
Forest Resources).
Table 14.1-2 lists the 2006 acreage for Solano County land use.
Table 14.1-2
SOLANO COUNTY LAND USE (2006)
Percent of Total
Land Use
Total Acreage
County Acreage
Commercial
640
0.1%
Park and Recreation
791
0.1%
Vacant Land
1,011
0.2%
Public/Quasi-Public
1,517
0.3%
Industrial
2,125
0.4%
Residential
6,878
1.2%
Watershed
36,575
6.3%
Water
51,092
8.8%
Marsh
64,731
11.1%
Agriculture
329,076
56.5%
Total Unincorporated Area
494,437
84.9%
Total Incorporated Area
81,678
14.0%
Existing Roadway/
6,140
1.1%
Railroad Right of Ways
County Total

582,255

100.0%

Source: Solano County Planning Division 2008.

Low density residential housing is located in the Montezuma Hills agricultural region. Three
residences are within the project boundary (see Figure 15.2-1 in Chapter 15, Noise); one on Birds
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Landing Road and two on Montezuma Hills Road. More than a dozen other residences are within
approximately one mile of the project boundary.
Section 14.2 further describes the Solano County General Plan and zoning designations. As
described in Chapter 6, Agricultural Resources, the Project is located entirely within the Montezuma
Hills agricultural region, an area of agriculture and energy production totaling approximately 58,035
acres (Solano County 2008). The County has zoned this area Exclusive Agriculture (A-160) with a
minimum lot size of 160 acres (See Figure 14.1-1) (Solano County Planning Division 2008).
The Applicant would install the Project entirely on private land leased under long-term agreements
from landowners. The Project does not include any public lands, but county access roads cross the
project area and the Applicant may need easements for certain access roads or feeder collection
lines. Even with the installation of the proposed project facilities, existing agricultural and
residential land use are expected to continue in the area and, therefore, the proposed Project would
not change the existing or planned land use of properties in or adjacent to the project site.
Other zoning districts west of Collinsville Road and adjacent to or near the project area include
Limited Agricultural (A-L), Marsh Preservation (M-P), and Water Dependent Industrial (I-WD) (see
Figure 14.1-1).
Zoning districts located east of the Project area, outside of Rio Vista, include Park (P) and Exclusive
Agricultural (A-20) and (A-80).
14.1.3 Existing Wind Energy Facilities
Developers have installed seven commercial wind energy projects in the Montezuma Hills region
between SR 12 and the Sacramento River since Solano County first designated the region as wind
resource area in the 1987.
Table 3.1-1 of the Project Description summarizes the existing, approved but not yet built, and
planned wind energy projects in the Montezuma Hills region and Figure 21.1-1 in Chapter 21,
Cumulative Impacts, shows the location of all existing, approved, and currently proposed wind
energy projects in the Montezuma Hills.
Existing wind energy projects installed in the Montezuma Hills include the High Winds, enXco V,
Shiloh I, Shiloh II, Montezuma I, and Solano Wind Phase 1 and 2 wind energy projects. In addition,
other wind energy projects have been approved but not yet constructed, including portions of the
Shiloh I project, the Shiloh III project, and the Solano Wind Phase 3 project. Two projects are
currently in county review: the proposed Montezuma II project and the Shiloh IV project. Finally,
PG&E may be planning a wind energy project in the southern Montezuma Hills area, east of
Collinsville.
The Montezuma Hills region currently supports 849 turbines that have a capacity of 661 megawatts
(MW). An additional 95 to 134 turbines with 246 MW of generating capacity have been approved,
and are expected to be under construction in 2011. The total number of turbines in the region will
decrease because the use permits issued for the 510 turbines of the existing enXco V project require
removal of the turbines prior to use permit expiration in 2014 and 2015. enXco plans to remove
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approximately 200 of these older turbines located on nine of 15 parcels that comprise the
Montezuma II project area, as well as approximately 200 more of these turbines within the proposed
Shiloh IV project area, prior to construction of each project respectively.
14.1.4 Airports
Solano County contains two public airports and one military airport. Rio Vista Airport is located
approximately 6.5 miles east of the closest project boundary (south of Montezuma Hills Road). The
Nut Tree Airport is located more than 15 miles northwest of the closest project boundary (on Birds
Landing Road). Travis AFB is located more than nine miles from the closest project boundary (on
Birds Landing Road). In addition, several other airports are located in adjacent counties, including
the larger metropolitan airports in San Francisco, Oakland, and Sacramento and regional airports in
Davis, Franklin, Byron, Concord, and Napa. There are also small private fields in Vacaville, Dixon,
Lodi, Elk Grove, and Brentwood. This EIR, however, only discusses Travis AFB and Rio Vista
Municipal Airport since these are the only airports within 10 miles of the Project.
Rio Vista Municipal Airport
Rio Vista Airport is located approximately 6.5 miles east of the easternmost boundary of the Project.
The 1988 Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan for Rio Vista Airport (Rio Vista ALUCP) specifies
the various compatibility zones around the airport. According to Figure 16b of the Rio Vista
ALUCP Compatibility Map, the proposed Montezuma II project is not located in any compatibility
zone associated with Rio Vista Municipal Airport (Solano County ALUC 1988). The proposed
Montezuma II project is also not located with the airport’s area of influence (Solano County
Planning Division 2008).
As identified in the Rio Vista ALUCP, the Solano County Airport Land Use Commission’s area of
concern encompasses all of Solano County for projects “having a height which would require that
notice be given to the Federal Aviation Administration in accordance with Part 77, Subpart B, of the
Federal Aviation Regulations.” The proposed Montezuma II project’s turbines and met towers
would be greater than 200 feet in height above ground surface and would require FAA notification.
Accordingly, the Project is within the Solano County ALUC’s area of concern and is therefore
subject to ALUC review for consistency with the Rio Vista ALUCP.
Travis Air Force Base
Travis AFB is located more than nine miles northwest of the project area. The base is home to the
60th Air Mobility Wing, the largest air mobility organization in the Air Force, with a versatile all-jet
fleet of 37 C-5 Galaxy cargo and 27 KC-10 Extender refueling aircraft. Travis AFB serves as the
strategic airlift and aerial refueling base on the West Coast. Other tenant organizations are located at
the Base, including the Air Force Reserve Command and the Navy’s VQ3 Detachment.
The Solano County ALUC adopted the Travis AFB LUCP in 2002. According to Figures 2a and 2c
of the Travis LUCP, the proposed Montezuma II project is located outside of all Travis AFB
compatibility zones, the Travis AFB area of influence, and the AFB’s outer horizontal surface,
which is a flat plane extending 30,000 feet from the runway at a fixed elevation of 562 feet above
mean sea level (Solano County ALUC 2002). The ALUC reviews any proposed projects with
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structures greater than 200 feet in height regardless of where they occur in the County. Both the
proposed project turbines and meteorological towers are over 200 feet in height. The Project,
therefore, would be subject to ALUC review for consistency with the Travis AFB LUCP.
14.1.5 Suisun Marsh and Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
The Suisun Marsh is located southwest of the project area. The Suisun Marsh is the largest
contiguous brackish water marsh remaining on the west coast of North America and is a critical part
of the San Francisco Bay and Delta ecosystem. As described in Chapter 8, Biological Resources, the
marsh is 116,000 acres, including 52,000 acres of managed wetlands, 27,700 acres of upland grasses,
6,300 acres of tidal wetlands, and 30,000 acres of bays and sloughs.
The Suisun Marsh Management Area includes both a primary management area, which is the marsh
itself, and a Secondary Management Area, which acts as a buffer around the marsh habitat. The
eastern boundary of the Suisun Marsh Secondary Management Area is Shiloh and Collinsville Roads.
A portion of the Montezuma II project’s western boundary is at Collinsville Road, adjacent to the
marsh’s Secondary Management Area. The Secondary Zone of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
abuts Talbert Lane and is adjacent to the project area.
14.2 LAND USE AND POPULATION REGULATORY SETTING
State and local laws and policies on governing land use and population apply to the proposed
project.
14.2.1 Federal
Federal Aviation Administration
As described in Chapter 19, Transportation, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulates
aviation at airports and objects affecting navigable airspace. Part 77 of Title 14 of the Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR) establishes standards and notification requirements for objects affecting
navigable airspace. This notification enables the FAA to evaluate and determine any potential
hazardous effects of proposed construction on airport operating procedures and air navigation. To
comply with these standards and requirements, an Applicant must notify the FAA for any
construction exceeding 200 feet above ground level. Although the Montezuma II project is not
located in any airport compatibility, influence, or other protected area the Project’s proposed
turbines and meteorological towers would be taller than 200 feet above ground level and would
therefore be subject to FAA review.
14.2.2 State
The following state policies governing land use and population apply to the proposed project.
Suisun Marsh
As described in Chapter 13, Hydrology and Water Quality, the California legislature passed the
Suisun Marsh Preservation Act of 1974 to protect the marsh’s significant aquatic and wildlife habitat.
The Act authorized the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC)
and California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) to prepare a Suisun Marsh Protection Plan
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“to preserve the integrity and assure continued wildlife use” of Suisun Marsh. The applicable land
use requirements for Suisun Marsh primary and secondary management areas are listed in the Solano
County Policies and Regulations Governing the Suisun Marsh, and are further described under
Section 14.2.3 below.
Resource Management Plan for the Primary Zone of the Delta
The Delta Protection Act of 1992 (Public Resources Code Section 29760 et seq.) requires the Delta
Protection Commission to prepare, adopt, and maintain a comprehensive long-term resource
management plan for land uses within the Primary Zone. The Primary Zone of the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta includes approximately 500,000 acres of waterways, levees, and farmed lands
extending over portions of five counties, including Solano and Contra Costa counties. The goals of
the Plan are to “protect, maintain, and where possible, enhance and restore the overall quality of the
Delta environment,” including agricultural lands. With respect to agricultural resources, the Plan’s
goal is to support the long-term viability of commercial agriculture and discourage inappropriate
development of agricultural lands (Delta Protection Commission 2007). The Primary Zone of the
Delta is located about two miles south of the nearest project boundary. The Delta Protection Act
also established the Secondary Zone of the Delta, which covers all Delta land and water within the
legal boundary of the delta that are not included within the Primary Zone. Secondary zone lands are
subject to the land use authority of local government. The Secondary Zone of the Delta abuts the
south side of Talbert Lane near its intersection with Collinsville Road and is therefore adjacent to
the southwest boundary of the Project (Galef 2010).
14.2.3 Local
The following Solano County policies governing land use and population apply to the proposed
project.
Solano County General Plan
The Solano County General Plan describes the intention to maintain the rural, agricultural identity
of unincorporated areas of the County by limiting non-agriculture-related residential development
and focusing new development within urban areas.
The Land Use Chapter of the General Plan provides an overall framework for other issues discussed
in the General Plan and goals, policies, planning, and implementation programs related to land use
within the County. The General Plan designates the project area and adjacent lands as Agriculture.
This land use designation allows agriculture as a primary use, including uses that support the local
agricultural economy, as well as secondary uses that support the economic viability of agriculture.
The project area and surrounding land is also within the Montezuma Hills agricultural region, one of
10 such regions designated in the General Plan (Solano County 2008). The general uses of the
Montezuma Hills are agriculture and energy production. The General Plan seeks to preserve the
character of the area by curtailing non-agricultural land use and ensuring that residential
development is compatible with surrounding agricultural activities. In addition, the General Plan
ensures that agricultural parcels are maintained at a sufficient minimum parcel size so as to remain a
farmable unit, which is defined as the size of parcels a farmer would consider viable for leasing or
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purchasing for different agricultural purposes. The Montezuma Hills agricultural region has a
minimum lot size of 160 acres.
The Resources Chapter of the General Plan refers to the energy production value of the Montezuma
Hills region. The General Plan identifies the Montezuma Hills south of SR 12 as the primary wind
resource area in the County but does not further delineate the boundaries of this area and
incorporates by reference the wind resource maps available through the California Energy
Commission to define the areas most appropriate for commercial wind development. Page RS-53 of
the General Plan states “agricultural lands within the county are particularly appropriate for wind
harvesting as turbines generally do not interfere with daily agricultural operations and can provide
additional revenue on these properties.” Therefore, wind energy projects are a compatible use on
agricultural lands, and according to participating landowners, the additional revenue helps maintain
the viability of the agricultural operation on their property (Solano County 2008). As stated in
Chapter 3, Project Description, 11 of the 12 proposed project parcels are subject to Williamson Act
contracts. In 2008, the County adopted new rules and regulations governing agricultural preserves
and land conservation contracts, which, in part, clarified the compatibility of commercial wind
development on lands under control of the Williamson Act (Solano County 2008a). According to
these new rules, commercial wind turbine generators are identified as a compatible Communications
and Infrastructure land use on prime and non-prime agricultural lands. The lands within the project
area are not on prime agricultural lands.
The General Plan requires amending the Zoning Regulations to include standards to guide the siting
of commercial, non-accessory wind turbine installations. Applicable land use standards include:
•
•
•

•
•

Require a minimum setback of 1,000 feet or three times total turbine height, whichever is
greater, from a dwelling unit, residential building site, or land zoned for residential uses.
Require a minimum setback of three times total turbine height from any zoning district
(other than residential) which does not allow wind turbines.
Require a minimum setback of three times total turbine height from any property line, public
roadway, transmission facility, or railroad. The minimum setback may be waived in the case
of wind farms located on adjacent parcels, provided an agreement has been reached between
the neighboring property owners.
Require a quarter mile setback from the right-of-way of any scenic roadway.
Include commercial wind turbine development as a permitted use in the following zone
districts: Exclusive Agricultural (A), Limited Agricultural (A-L), Water-Dependent Industrial
(I-WD), Limited Manufacturing (M-L), General Manufacturing (M-G), and Watershed and
Conservation (W).

Solano County is in the process of amending the zoning ordinance per the General Plan, as
discussed in the regulatory zoning ordinance discussion below.
Solano County Zoning Ordinance
The project area and adjacent lands are zoned Exclusive Agricultural (A-160). Table 28-21A of the
Solano County Zoning Regulations permits the installation of commercial wind turbine generators
as a conditional land use subject to a use permit. Table 28-21C of the zoning regulations establishes
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the development standards for accessory buildings and structures, including minimum setbacks for
exclusive agricultural lands as follows:
•
•
•
•

Front: 60 feet or on the rear 50 percent of the lot
Sides (Each): 20 feet
Rear: 20 feet
Between structures: 10 feet from any dwelling or other main building on the same lot

Section 28.50 (b)(4) of the Zoning Regulations contain land use provisions for commercial and
noncommercial wind turbine generators, which include, but are not limited to, the following:
•

•

Wind turbines shall be permitted in lands in zones designated A, A-L, P, C-H, C-N, C-G, CS, C-O, M-L, M-G, I-WD, W or MP districts, provided a use permit is first secured for any
wind turbine generator exceeding 100 feet (30.5 meters) in height or for any commercial
wind turbine generator, except that commercial wind turbine generators are prohibited in the
R-R and MP districts.
Wind turbines shall be set back a minimum of 1.25 the maximum height of the turbine to
the property line, and a minimum of 10 feet (3 meters) from any other structure on the
property. Setbacks determined by height may be waived when appropriate easements are
secured from adjacent property owners or other acceptable mitigation is approved by the
County.

Section 28-53.1 of the Zoning Regulations provides an administrative permit process for
meteorological towers.
Per the General Plan, the Department of Resource Management is preparing draft amendments to
the Zoning Regulations to provide a consistent set of standards regulating the design, placement,
and operation of wind energy facilities in unincorporated areas of the County. The proposed
amendments would update the turbine setback standards and clarify setback measurement
methodology contained in Zoning Regulations Section 28.50 (b)(4), as well as codify setback
standards for meteorological towers.
Solano County Airport Land Use Commission
The Montezuma II project is subject to Solano County ALUC review as a “major land use action”
under Policies 1.5.3(a)(7) and 1.5.3(c) of the ALUC’s Airport Land Use Compatibility Review
Procedures. In accordance with these policies, the ALUC reviews proposals for construction or
alteration of objects anywhere in the county that require FAA review in accordance with 14 CFR
Part 77 because they exceed 200 feet in height above the surrounding ground level. The review
considers the project’s compatibility with the applicable local Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan
(ALUCP) and general impacts on flight safety (Solano County ALUC 2002). Each of the project
wind turbines and meteorological towers is taller than 200 feet, which necessitates ALUC review.
Travis AFB Land Use Compatibility Plan
The 2002 Travis AFB LUCP sets forth land use compatibility policies applicable to future
development in the vicinity of the base. These policies provide the basis by which the Solano
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County ALUC can carry out its land use development review responsibilities. The Travis AFB
LUCP indicates that the surrounding unincorporated areas of Solano County are mostly agricultural,
which is generally compatible with Travis AFB operations. To protect aviation patterns at Travis
AFB, the AFB has designated compatibility zones and height restriction boundaries around the base.
As previously described, Montezuma II project is located more than nine miles southwest of Travis
AFB and, according to Figures 2a and 2c of the Travis AFB LUCP, outside of all Travis AFB
compatibility zones, the Travis AFB area of influence, and all other protected surfaces, including the
Travis AFB’s outer horizontal surface. No further discussion of Travis AFB compatibility zones is
required.
Rio Vista Municipal Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan
The 1988 Rio Vista Airport ALUCP sets forth land use compatibility policies applicable to future
development in the vicinity of the airport. These policies provide the basis by which the Solano
County ALUC can carry out its land use development review responsibilities. The Rio Vista Airport
ALUCP indicates that unincorporated areas of Solano County surrounding the Airport are mostly
agricultural, with the exception of urban areas of the City of Rio Vista to the south, and this use is
generally compatible with Rio Vista Airport operations. The Rio Vista Airport ALUCP also
specifies the compatibility zones that surround the airport, however, the Montezuma II project
would be located more than six miles west of Rio Vista Airport, outside of the airport’s area of
influence, compatibility zones, and all other protected surfaces.
The City of Rio Vista prepared an Airport Master Plan Update for the Rio Vista Municipal Airport
(Master Plan Update) in 2007 (City of Rio Vista 2007). Based on the Master Plan Update, the
Solano County ALUC adopted a finding in support of amending the Rio Vista ALUCP upon
adoption of the Master Plan Update by the City of Rio Vista (City of Rio Vista 2007); however, full
funding for the amendment is not currently available. According to ALUC staff, full funding is
ultimately anticipated to be available with completion of the amendment expected in 2011-2012.
Chapter 19, Transportation, contains a discussion of the Project’s compatibility with the Rio Vista
Airport.
Suisun Marsh Management Policies
The Solano County General Plan includes policies governing Suisun Marsh to protect habitat and
water quality in Suisun Marsh. As described in Chapter 13, Hydrology and Water Quality, the
Suisun Marsh policies in the General Plan address the requirements of the Suisun Marsh Protection
Plan and the Suisun Marsh Protection Act of 1977. The policies require the County to preserve, and
enhance wherever possible, critical habitats, diversity, water quality, and compatible land uses. The
San Francisco BCDC enforces these regulations and has marsh development permit authority in the
primary management area, while Solano County has marsh development and other permit authority
in the secondary management area. In addition, the Suisun Resource Conservation District (SRCD)
is responsible for promoting conservation of the Suisun Marsh through regulation and improvement
of water management practices on private lands within the marsh. The southwest project boundary
along Collinsville Road is adjacent to the Suisun Marsh Secondary Management Area; however, the
project would not conflict with any of the policies in the General Plan’s Suisun Marsh Policy
Addendum nor the Suisun Marsh Protection Plan.
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14.3 SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA FOR LAND USE AND POPULATION IMPACTS
This EIR considered the criteria listed below in the evaluation of potential impacts on land use and
population related to construction and operation of the proposed project. The Montezuma II
project would have a significant impact on land use and population if it would:
•
•
•
•
•
14.4

Conflict with applicable regulations and plans of agency with jurisdiction in the Project Area,
including the Solano County General Plan, Suisun Marsh Protection Plan, Travis AFB Land
Use Compatibility Plan, and the Rio Vista Municipal Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan;
Conflict with habitat or natural community conservation plan regulations;
Physically divide a piece of property or an area made up of similar or dependent land uses, or
an established community;
Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly (by proposing new homes or
businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or other infrastructure; or
Displace substantial numbers of existing housing or numbers of people, necessitating the
construction of replacement housing elsewhere.
LAND USE AND POPULATION IMPACT ANALYSIS AND MITIGATION

Six of the 12 parcels in the project area currently have enXco V wind turbines located on them. The
proposed Project would replace these older, smaller turbines with fewer, larger turbines. Both the
existing enXco V project and the proposed Montezuma II project are subject to applicable land use
plans and policies; however the application of these plans and policies to each individual wind
energy project is dependent upon the project location, the type of turbines, and other proposed
features. As a result, the Montezuma II project would be subject to different setback, FAA, and
other standards than the existing enXco V project.
The following analysis of impacts and mitigation is based on the Applicant’s most current
conceptual layout for the proposed project, as identified in Figure 3.5-1 of the Project Description.
Impact LU-1: Conflicts with Applicable Land Use Plans and Policies
The Applicant has designed the Montezuma II project to comply with all applicable land use plans
and policies to the maximum extent practicable, as described in the following analysis.
Solano County General Plan and Zoning Regulations
All lands in and adjacent to the project area are zoned Exclusive Agriculture with a minimum lotsize of 160 acres (A-160). Table 28-21A of the Solano County Zoning Regulations permits the
installation of commercial wind turbine generators as a conditional land use subject to a use permit.
The Montezuma II project, therefore, would be compatible with existing zoning in the project area
following issuance of a Use Permit from Solano County.
The Applicant would install the Montezuma II project entirely on private lands leased under longterm agreements from four private landowners, most of whom currently use their property for
wheat farming or sheep grazing. Three of these landowners also currently lease their lands for the
use of wind energy turbines and/or substations. The project area includes no public lands, but
several County roads cross and are located in or adjacent to the project area, including Birds Landing
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Road, Montezuma Hills Road, Collinsville Road, and Talbert Lane. As described in Chapter 6,
Agricultural Resources, permanent agricultural and grazing operations would continue on more than
98 percent of the project area, and the Project would not change the existing or planned land use of
properties in or adjacent to the Project.
As listed in Table 3.5-1 of the Project Description, the Applicant has proposed the installation of
Siemen’s 2.3 MW wind turbines that would have a blade length of either 148 feet or 161 feet, a hub
height of 262 feet, and a maximum total turbine height of 428.5 feet as measured from the ground
to the top of the turbine blade in the 12 o’clock position (see Figure 3.5-2 in Project Description).
In addition, the Applicant has proposed the installation of two permanent, freestanding (i.e., no guy
wires) 213-foot tall meteorological towers.
The Applicant has identified preliminary locations for two meteorological towers and up to 38 wind
turbines, and has sited these structures in accordance with Solano County setback requirements as
follows:
Residential Building Sites and Dwelling Units
There are three residences within the project area and six residences within 1,000 feet of the project
boundary. The Applicant has sited all turbine locations a minimum of 1,285 feet, or three times the
total turbine height, from all residences and dwelling units in the project area in compliance with the
Solano County General Plan and the County’s Zoning Regulations. In addition, the Applicant has
sited the two meteorological towers a minimum of 267 feet, or 1.25 times the total tower height,
from dwelling units and other structures, consistent with requirements established by the
Department of Resource Management for previous wind projects.
Lands Zoned for Residential Land Uses
All lands in and adjacent to the project area are zoned Exclusive Agriculture (A-160) and, therefore,
setbacks from lands zoned for residential uses do not apply to the proposed project.
Zoning District that does not Allow Commercial Wind Turbines
All lands in and adjacent to the project area are zoned Exclusive Agriculture (A-160). The County’s
Zoning Regulations allow commercial wind turbines and permanent meteorological towers greater
than 100 feet in height on A-160 lands, subject to a use permit. There are no zoning districts that do
not allow commercial wind turbines or permanent meteorological towers in or immediately adjacent
to the project area and, therefore, setbacks from such zoning districts do not apply to the proposed
project.
Interior and Exterior (Project Boundary) Property Lines
The Montezuma II project is located on 2,539 acres spread across 12 separate parcels of private
land. The County’s General Plan establishes a setback requirement of three times the total turbine
height from property lines. The General Plan, however, permits this setback requirement to be
waived in the case of wind farms located on adjacent parcels, provided an agreement has been
reached between the neighboring property owners. When a setback waiver is proposed, the County
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requires an alternative minimum setback for interior property lines equivalent to one turbine blade
length plus five feet and an alternate minimum setback for exterior property lines equivalent to one
turbine blade length plus the minimum setback distance required by the underlying zoning district
for an accessory structure. The minimum setback distance for accessory structures in the Exclusive
Agriculture A-160 zoning district is 20 feet. The alternative minimum setback for an interior and
exterior property lines is subject to change based on California Building Code requirements. A
setback waiver is only required where the adjacent parcels are owned by different landowners; a
setback waiver is not required if adjacent parcels are owned by the same landowner, provided that all
such parcels are contained within the project area.
For the proposed Siemens 2.3 MW turbines, the required turbine setback from a property line,
based on three times the total turbine height, would be 1,285 feet and 1,245 feet, for the two
proposed blade lengths, respectively. The alternative minimum required setback for interior
property lines, with a setback waiver, would be 166 feet and 153 feet, for the two proposed turbine
blade lengths, respectively. For exterior property lines, with a setback waiver, the alternative
minimum setback would be 181 feet and 168 feet, for the two proposed blade lengths, respectively.
Except for one proposed turbine location (turbine 29), which will meet the full three times the total
turbine height setback from a property line, all other proposed turbine locations, including the four
alternate turbine locations, will meet or exceed the alternative minimum setback requirements and
will be accompanied by a setback waiver. Based on the current, preliminary turbine layout, where a
reduced setback is proposed, the Applicant is proposing minimum turbine setbacks for interior and
exterior property lines no less than 171 feet and 187 feet, respectively.
Chapter 18, Safety, provides additional discussion related to potential hazards associated with siting
turbines under alternate, reduced setbacks from interior and exterior property lines.
The Applicant has sited the two meteorological towers a minimum of five feet from all interior
property lines and a minimum of 267 feet (81 m), or 1.25 times the total tower height, from all
exterior property lines in compliance with the County setback requirements that have been applied
to previous wind projects.
Potential reduced turbine and meteorological tower setbacks from interior and exterior property
lines are considered potentially significant impacts. Mitigation Measure LU-1, Provide Public Road,
Property Line, Residential, and Transmission Facility Setback Waivers, requires the Applicant to
secure and furnish setback waivers to Solano County prior to installation of any turbine or
meteorological tower proposed for a reduced setback from an interior or exterior property line. The
Applicant must also provide evidence to the County that all turbines and meteorological towers
meet or exceed the alternative minimum setbacks required by the County.
County and State Public Roads and Private Roads
Four public county roads are located in or adjacent to the project area: Birds Landing Road,
Montezuma Hills Road, Collinsville Road, and Talbert Lane. The General Plan requires turbines to
be setback three times the total turbine height from public County and State roads. The General
Plan, however, permits this setback requirement to be waived in the case of wind farms located on
adjacent parcels, provided an agreement has been reached between the neighboring property
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owners. When a setback waiver is proposed, the County requires an alternative minimum equivalent
to maximum blade throw distance, plus added safety factor, for the particular wind turbine
proposed.
The Applicant has sited 30 turbine locations, including alternate locations, more than 1,285 feet, or
three times the total turbine height, from these roads in compliance with General Plan setback
requirements. The Applicant is proposing alternative minimum setbacks for five proposed turbine
locations (turbines 7, 13, 20, 23, and 25) along the north and south sides of Montezuma Hills Road,
and four alternate turbine locations (turbines Alt 1, 2, 3, and 4) along the north side of Talbert Lane.
As required by the General Plan, the Applicant must secure and furnish setback waivers from all
property owners affected by the proposed reduced setbacks from public roads to be allowed the
reduced setbacks.
The applicant is proposing a reduced setback along the above-referenced public road locations,
equivalent to a minimum 678 feet. This proposed setback is based on the blade throw analysis that
Epsilon Associates, Inc. (Epsilon) conducted for the Project. Epsilon determined the maximum
blade throw distance for the Siemens 2.3 MW turbine with 161-foot long blades to be 565 feet. The
Applicant added a safety factor of 20 percent to the calculated blade throw distance to develop its
proposed alternative reduced setback of 678 feet for the Project, which is consistent with County
requirements for previous wind projects. Accordingly, the Applicant is proposing a reduced setback
from Montezuma Hills Road and Talbert Lane, as may be necessary, depending on final turbine
micrositing, of 678 feet. The siting and use of Siemens 2.3 MW turbines with shorter, 148-foot long
blades would result in a lower blade throw distance and corresponding lesser setback distance of 615
feet.
Given the proximity of turbines to the road, the risk of rotor and tower failure is a potentially
significant impact. Mitigation Measure LU-1, Provide Public Road, Property Line, Residential, and
Transmission Facility Setback Waivers, requires the Applicant to secure and furnish setback waivers
to Solano County prior to installation of any turbine setback less than 1,285 feet from a County
public road. The Applicant must also provide evidence to the County that all turbines are setback a
minimum of 678 feet from public roads. Chapter 18, Safety, further discusses maximum bladethrow distance and the potential hazards of siting turbines less than Solano County’s setback
requirements from roads.
The nearest public state road is SR 12, located more than 2.5 miles north of the proposed project
and, therefore, all Project turbines would meet applicable state public road setback requirements.
The Applicant has sited the two meteorological towers a minimum of 267 feet, or 1.25 times the
total tower height, from all public roads in and adjacent to the project area.
The County currently does not maintain turbine or meteorological setback requirements for private
roads. There are several driveways associated with residences and other buildings in the project area,
and one private dirt farm road along the western boundary of the Project near Montezuma Hills
Road. The Project would not affect any private roads outside the project area.
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Railroads
There are no railroads in or within one mile of the project area. Therefore, there no further
discussion of railroad setbacks is required.
Transmission Facilities
Three electric transmission facilities are within the project area. PG&E maintains 500-kV and
230-kV aboveground transmission lines that bisect the project area in a north-south trend and has a
parallel 230-kV aboveground gen-tie line that connects the High Winds, Montezuma I, and Shiloh II
substations to the Birds Landing Switchyard. The General Plan requires turbines to be setback three
times the total turbine height from transmission facilities. The General Plan permits this setback
requirement to be waived at the discretion of the landowner. When a setback waiver is proposed,
the County, as applied to previous wind projects, requires an alternative minimum equivalent to
maximum blade throw distance, plus an added safety factor, for the particular wind turbine
proposed.
The Applicant has sited 30 proposed and four alternate turbine locations more than 1,285 feet, or
three times the total turbine height, from the three transmission facilities in the project area in
compliance with County setback requirements and is proposing alternative reduced setbacks from
transmission facilities for four proposed turbine locations (turbines 24, 25, 26, and 27). As discussed
in the public roads setback discussion above, the Applicant is proposing a reduced setback based on
a project-specific blade throw analysis plus a 20 percent safety factor, equivalent to 678 feet, for
these referenced turbine locations adjacent to transmission facilities. All proposed wind turbines in
the Project will meet or exceed this proposed alternative reduced setback for transmission lines. As
required by the General Plan, the Applicant must secure setback waivers from all property owners
affected by the proposed reduced setbacks from transmission lines.
The Applicant’s proposed reduced transmission line setbacks would be along the PG&E 230-kV
line south of Montezuma Hills Road. The potential for rotor and tower failure near a transmission
line, particularly where a setback would be less than three times the turbine height from the
transmission line, is a potentially significant impact. Mitigation Measure LU-1, Provide Public Road,
Property Line, Residential, and Transmission Facility Setback Waivers, requires the Applicant to
secure and furnish reduced setback waivers to Solano County prior to installation of any turbine
setback less than 1,285 feet from an electric transmission line. The applicant must also provide
evidence to the County that all turbines are setback a minimum of 678 feet from electric
transmission lines.
The Applicant has sited the two meteorological towers a minimum of 267 feet, or 1.25 times the
total tower height, from all transmission facilities in and adjacent to the project area.
Other Electrical Lines
SMUD 21.6 kV aboveground collector lines bisect the project area in an east-west trend along
Montezuma Hills Road and connect to the Russell Substation. The enXco V collector line bisects
the area in a north-south direction. SMUD has submitted two comment letters dated November 23,
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2010 and February 23, 2011, both are contained in Appendix A. The first letter concerned the
proposed turbine setbacks from their referenced collector lines and the second letter withdrew all of
their comments, directly and indirectly, regarding their first letter. To clarify, for purposes of this
EIR, the SMUD 21.6 kV lines are not, according to CPUC definition, transmission lines, which
would be subject to the General Plan setback requirements. A transmission line, according to
CPUC General Order 131-D, is designed to operate at or above 200 kV. SMUD’s 21.6 kV line,
commonly called a collector line by the wind industry, falls under the CPUC definition for
distribution lines, which carry lower voltages of 50 kV or less. The Applicant proposes a turbine
setback of 678 feet from the SMUD collector line, equivalent to blade throw distance plus added
safety factor, despite the lack of any such requirement by the County. The setbacks planned for the
other aboveground collector lines and distribution lines in the area will depend on arrangements
between the Applicant and landowner and/or asset owner.
Scenic Roadways
The proposed Project is located more than two miles south of the nearest scenic roadway, SR 12,
and would comply with all scenic roadway setbacks. No further discussion of scenic setbacks is
required.
Micrositing
The location and estimated number of turbines and meteorological towers proposed for reduced
setbacks is based on the conceptual turbine locations proposed at the time of this Draft EIR. The
final number of turbines and meteorological towers and their associated reduced setback distances
may increase or decrease slightly as a result of turbine and meteorological tower micro-siting during
project construction; however, under no circumstances will the alternative minimum setback be less
than the minimum described in this Draft EIR. The potential for micro-siting of final turbine and
meteorological locations to result in new reduced minimum setbacks that conflict with General Plan
and zoning requirements is considered a potentially significant impact. Mitigation Measure LU-1,
Provide Public Road, Property Line, Residential, and Transmission Facility Setback Waivers, ensures
the County will verify the final project layout complies with all setback requirements of the General
Plan and zoning standards prior to installation of any turbine or meteorological tower .
Rio Vista Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan (Rio Vista ALUCP)
The Rio Vista Municipal Airport LUCP policies focus on land control to avoid incompatible uses
and to maintain safe densities and heights. The ALUCP states that the “commission is only
concerned with the safety, and overflight impacts and airspace protection requirements of each
airport,” and it specifies compatibility criteria and maps for evaluation of compatibility of land uses
proposed for development.
According to the Compatibility Map (Figure 16b) in the Rio Vista ALUCP, the Project’s wind
turbines and met towers, as currently proposed, would be located outside the airport’s compatibility
zones. However, the Rio Vista Airport LUCP, including the Solano County ALUC Airport Land
Use Compatibility Review Procedures (2002), provides that the ALUC’s geographic area of concern
encompasses all of Solano County for projects with “a height which would require that notice be
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given to the [FAA] in accordance with Part 77, Subpart B, of the Federal Aviation Regulations.”
Accordingly, given the height of the proposed wind turbines and met towers, which exceed 200 feet,
the Project is within the ALUC’s geographic area of concern and is subject to ALUC review.
Rio Vista Municipal Airport Master Plan Update
The City of Rio Vista provided comments to Solano County on the Montezuma II project use
permit application on July 19, 2010 requesting assurances that the Project would not affect the
safety, vitality, and efficiency of existing or planned Rio Vista Municipal Airport operations (see
Appendix A for full comments). Subsequently, the Applicant provided additional details to the City
of Rio Vista Transit and Airport Coordinator clarifying that the proposed Montezuma II project is
at least six miles west of the airport. On November 22, 2010 the City Transit and Airport
Coordinator submitted a second letter to the County stating that the “City understands the
[Montezuma II] project is at least six miles away and will not cause any implications to the present
and future operations of Rio Vista Municipal Airport”.
Travis Air Force Base Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan (Travis ALUCP)
As previously described, Montezuma II project is located more than nine miles southwest of Travis
AFB and, according to Figures 2a and 2c of the Travis AFB LUCP, outside of all Travis AFB
compatibility zones, the Travis AFB area of influence, and all other protected surfaces, including the
Travis AFB’s outer horizontal surface. The Project is subject to review by the ALUC since the
Applicant is proposing to construct structures that are taller than 200 feet tall and require FAA
notification. The ALUC would review the Project for consistency with the Travis AFB LUCP.
FAA Review
The Applicant submitted Form 7460-1 to the FAA for an earlier project layout that is no longer
being considered. The Applicant has not yet submitted FAA Form 7460-1 to the FAA for each of
the two meteorological and 40 potential turbine locations currently proposed and, therefore, the
FAA has not reviewed the Project for its potential to pose a hazard to air navigation. Regardless of
when the FAA completes its review of the revised turbine locations, however, a Determination of
No Hazard to Air Navigation from the FAA is required to ensure the Project has no adverse effects
on aeronautical operations (see Mitigation Measure TRA-5 in Chapter 19, Transportation).
Level of Significance: Potentially Significant.
To reduce potential conflicts with applicable land use plans and policies, the Applicant would be
required to provide evidence of final planned turbine and meteorological tower locations and to
secure and furnish to the County setback waivers for proposed reduced setbacks as follows:
Mitigation LU-1: Provide Public Road, Property Line, Residential, and Transmission
Facility Setback Waivers. To ensure that the Project is consistent with all applicable
Solano County setback requirements, the Applicant shall comply with the following
measures:
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a. Where a turbine setback of less than three times the total turbine height from a public
road is proposed, prior to construction the Applicant shall submit to the Department of
Resource Management evidence that the affected turbines meet or exceed the minimum
setback requirement of 1.2 times the maximum turbine blade throw distance
recommended by the hazards analysis report (Epsilon 2010) and approved by the Public
Works Engineering Division. Such evidence shall include, but not be limited to,
certification of the elevation of the turbine base and adjacent road.
b. Where a turbine setback of less than three times the total turbine height from an
adjacent property line, other than a public road, is proposed, prior to construction the
Applicant shall:
i.

Submit to the Department of Resource Management evidence of the following:
a) That no residence or other sensitive residential structure or use is presently
located within three times the turbine height from the affected turbine, on either
side of the property line;
b) That the minimum setback distance equivalent to one turbine blade length plus 5
feet (unless otherwise required by California Building Code) is provided for
interior property lines within the project area;
c) That the minimum setback distance equivalent to one turbine blade length plus
20 feet is provided for exterior property lines defining the project boundary; and
d) That overall an adequate setback will be provided to avoid hazards to the
adjacent landowner, as determined by the County.

ii. If there is a residence or other sensitive residential structure or use presently located
within three times the turbine height from the affected turbine, on either side of the
property line, the minimum turbine setback shall be 1.2 times the maximum turbine
blade throw distance, as recommended by the hazards analysis report (Epsilon 2010).
c. Where a turbine setback of less than three times the total turbine height from a residence
is proposed, prior to construction the Applicant shall submit to the Department of
Resource Management evidence that the affected turbines meet or exceed the minimum
setback requirement of 1.2 times the maximum turbine blade throw distance as
recommended by the hazards analysis report (Epsilon 2010).
d. Where a turbine setback of less than three times the total turbine height from an
aboveground electrical transmission facility or railroad is proposed, prior to construction
the Applicant shall submit to the Department of Resource Management evidence that
the affected turbines meet or exceed the minimum setback requirement of 1.2 times the
maximum turbine blade throw distance as recommended by the hazards analysis report
(Epsilon 2010). Alternatively, a lesser setback may be allowed by the Department of
Resource Management, based on the written consent of the landowner and/or the asset
owner.
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e. The Project shall comply with the setback criteria prescribed in Mitigation Measure SA1b, which allows for certain reduced setbacks.
f. Should an alternative turbine be used that is not adequately assessed in the hazards
analysis report (Epsilon 2010), as determined by the County, any required setback that is
a function of maximum blade throw distance shall be established based on the
recommendations of a qualified professional engineer for the turbine model and
location, at the Applicant’s expense, subject to approval of the Director of Resource
Management.
g. Prior to construction of the turbine foundation at locations where a reduced setback is
proposed, the Applicant shall furnish to the Department of Resource Management a
written waiver(s) from the affected adjacent property owners consenting to the turbine(s)
being installed with a reduced setback on the abutting property. In the case of a reduced
public road setback, the adjacent property owner is the owner of property on the
opposite side of the road. The waiver shall be subject to County approval, be
irrevocable, and recorded with the Solano County Recorder prior to installation of the
affecting turbine.
Level of Significance with Mitigation: Less than Significant.
Impact LU-2: Physically Divide a Piece of Property or Established Community
There are several rural residences in and adjacent to the project area, but the Project would not be
located near enough to a community to physically divide it or any property. In addition, the Project
would not result in a land use change on the nine parcels currently associated with the enXco V project.
Level of Significance: Less than Significant.
Impact LU-3: Induce Substantial Population Growth in an Area, Either Directly or Indirectly
and/or Displace Substantial Numbers of Existing Housing or Numbers of People
The Project would create approximately 35 short-term jobs for construction workers during the
construction phase. The Applicant would use local construction contractors and suppliers to the
extent possible. These local employees would live near the Project or in nearby cities and
metropolitan areas and would commute to work. Therefore, any temporary increase in persons
working in Solano County would not have a noticeable impact on population. Project operation
would require approximately three permanent employees and is not expected to replace a substantial
number of employees associated with the existing enXco V project. These employees and their
families would also either already live near the Project or in nearby cities and metropolitan areas and
would commute to work to the Montezuma II operations and maintenance (O&M) building, similar
to the Montezuma I project personnel who commute to the Montezuma I O&M building. The
Project, therefore, would not have a significant effect on population in Solano County. In addition,
the Project would not require development of new housing or impact existing housing and the
Project, therefore, would have a less than significant impact on housing.
Level of Significance: Less than Significant.
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Impact LU-4: Inhibit Future Land Use of the Project Area
The Project is assumed to have a useful life of 30 years. After the useful life of the Project, if the
affected area were not decommissioned and properly restored, the County may be burdened with an
area for which they could not properly induce local or regional planning efforts. Decommissioning
of the Project would require removal of the wind turbine nacelles, blades, towers, foundations,
cables, and other facilities to a depth of three feet (1 meter) below grade (if required by the
landowner); removal of Project roads; and restoration of disturbed lands. This impact is considered
to be potentially significant, and mitigation is required.
Mitigation LU-4: Guarantee Bond or Corporate Surety. To ensure that future land uses
in the Project area are not inhibited after the Project is decommissioned, the Applicant shall:
a. Set aside decommissioning funds in the form of a surety bond or other bond acceptable
to the County as a specific Project budget item;
b. Execute the surety bond or other County-accepted bond on behalf of the Project in
favor of the County, with an independent administrator of such funds, to cover all
decommissioning costs in an amount approved by the County; and
c. Maintain the bond for the life of the Project and through any transfer of ownership.
Level of Significance with Mitigation: Less than Significant.
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