Snapshot of Poverty: Solano County

WHO LIVES IN SOLANO COUNTY?*

Solano has the largest Black or African American and Multi-Racial population as a % of county population compared to other Bay Area
counties. While Solano has experienced moderate growth in population over the past 5 years (3%), cities such as Rio Vista experienced a
4.4% growth between 2016-17.
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POVERTY IN SOLANO COUNTY?

The Federal Poverty Guideline in 2017 is $20,4203. This guideline does not vary by location and is often an inadequate measure of poverty
for places like the Bay Area. The California Self-Sufficiency Standard (SSS) is another measure, which includes the costs of basic needs
for California’s working families. The SSS figure below is based on a family of 3%. Solano County has the lowest cost of living and is also
the poorest county in the Bay Area.

Median Household Income
Self-Suffici Standard
e urriciency andadr $65,295 $67,53] SANTA CLARA

$59 652 $62,61 3 $96.310
r
649,900 $51,324 $53551 $54225 $35.288 SAN MATEQ $93,623
' ! MARIN $93,257
SAN FRANCISCO $81,294
CONTRA COSTA $80,185
ederal ALAMEDA $75,619
$20, i - T - I - - - overty NAPA $71,379
videline
SOLANO $66,828
CALIFORNIA $61,818
California  Solano Contra  Alameda Napa San Santa San Marin UNITED STATES $55,775
Costa Francisco Clara Mateo

The figure below shows how many families and single mothers are considered below poverty based on the SSS in comparison to the
Federal Poverty Guideline for all populations. Solano (35%) has the highest percentage of families living below SSS of all Bay Area
counties; it also the highest rate of people living below the federal poverty line (13%).
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INEQUITY AND SOCIAL WELFARE IN SOLANO COUNTY3

For almost a decade, the Bay Area has experienced a rise in inequality®. Solano County faces modest income inequality in comparison to
other Bay Area counties. The top-income families earn 13 times more than low-income families’.
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Table: Other Inequity and Social Welfare Measures for Solano County®

Solano County has the highest unemployment rate (6.1%) of the Bay Area counties. It also has the largest population of Veterans and
peoples with disability as a % of county population compared to all other Bay Area counties.
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OUR FAMILIES AND CHILDREN?

Solano has the highest % of children living in poverty compared to all other Bay Area counties. Solano also has the highest
rates of disconnected youth, and children without secure parental employment.
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SOURCES

* Demographic data is sourced from US Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS) 2010 and 2015.
2 Poverty Measures are sourced from US Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (2011-2015) and Insight Center for Community Economic

Development 2014.

3 The Census Bureau uses a federal poverty threshold based on a set income by family size to determine poverty.

4 Family is defined here as a family of three (2 Adults, One School Aged Child)

5 Inequity data sourced from US Census Bureau’s ACS (2015), and Silicon Valley Institute for Regional Studies, 2015.

6Silicon Valley Institute for Regional Studies, 2015.

7 Public Policy Institute of California, 2012-2014

8 This table is sourced from kidsdata.org, 2017 (Medi-Cal Enrollment, Uninsured, Households With High Housing Burden); Brookings Institution (EITC),
2015, and US Census Bureau’s American Community Survey, 2015 (Unemployment)

9 Our Families and Children Measures are sourced from kidsdata.org, 2014-2015 (% children living in poverty, Free or Reduced Priced Meals); California
Department of Education, 2017 (Free or Reduced Priced Meals).

GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

BAY AREA

Bay Area is defined as the following 8 counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa
Clara, and Solano.

DISCONNECTED YOUTH

Teens (16-19) who are not in school and not working.

EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT

The United States federal earned income tax credit or earned income credit (EITC or EIC) is a refundable tax credit for
low- to moderate-income working individuals and couples, particularly those with children. The amount of EITC benefit
depends on a recipient's income and number of children.

FEDERAL POVERTY GUIDELINE

The Census Bureau uses a set of money income thresholds that vary by family size and composition to determine who is
in poverty. If a family's total income is less than the family's threshold, then that family is considered in poverty. The
official poverty thresholds do not vary geographically, but are updated for inflation using the Consumer Price Index
(CPI-U). The official poverty definition uses money income before taxes and does not include capital gains or noncash
benefits (such as public housing, Medicaid, and food stamps).

FOREIGN BORN

The U.S. Census Bureau uses the term foreign born to refer to anyone who is not a U.S. citizen at birth. This includes
naturalized U.S. citizens, lawful permanent residents (immigrants), temporary migrants (such as foreign students),
humanitarian migrants (such as refugees and asylees), and unauthorized migrants.

STUDENT ELIGIBILITY TO RECEIVE FREE
OR REDUCED PRICE MEALS

Students with family incomes under 130 percent of the federal poverty line are eligible for free meals, and those with
incomes between 130 percent and 185 percent of the poverty line are eligible for low-cost (or reduced-price) meals.

HOUSEHOLDS WITH A HIGH HOUSING
BURDEN

Estimated percentage of households spending 30% or more of household income on housing costs. The U.S. Dept. of
Housing and Urban Development considers housing “affordable” if total expenses (rent or mortgage, taxes, insurance,
utilities, and other related payments) account for less than 30% of total household income.

INCOME INEQUALITY RATIO

The ratio is mean household income of the top earning quintile (top 20%) divided by the mean household income of the
lowest earning quintile (bottom 20%). A number closest to 1 means relative distribution of income equality.

MEDI-CAL

Medi-Cal is a program that offers free or low-cost health coverage for children and adults with limited income and
resources.

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Median household income is an economic measure commonly used to measure and compare economic status and
distributed wealth. The Census measures household income as the combined incomes of all people sharing a particular
household or place of residence.

MULTI-RACIAL

Individuals who identify as more than one race.

SELF-SUFFICIENCY STANDARD

The Self-Sufficiency Standard measures the minimum income necessary to cover all of a non-elderly (under 65 years
old) and non-disabled individual, or family’s basic expenses — housing, food, childcare, healthcare, transportation, and
taxes — without public or private assistance.

Many uninsured people cite the high cost of insurance as the main reason they lack coverage. Most uninsured people
are in low-income families and have at least one worker in the family. Reflecting the more limited availability of public

UNINSURED coverage in some states, adults are more likely to be uninsured than children. People of color are at higher risk of being
uninsured than non-Hispanic Whites.
The U.S. Census Bureau states that all civilians 16 years old and over are classified as unemployed if they (1) were
neither "at work" nor "with a job but not at work" during the reference week, and (2) were looking for work during the
UNEMPLOYMENT last 4 weeks, and (3) were available to accept a job. Also included as unemployed are civilians who did not work at all

during the reference week, were waiting to be called back to a job from which they had been laid off, and were available
for work except for temporary illness.




