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t is our pleasure to introduce to you the sixth annual Solano County Index of 

Economic and Community Progress, an ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƛƴπŘŜǇǘƘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 

indicators and trends shaping our local economy. This Index documents 

reasons for optimism as more indicators convey that Solano County continues to 

emerge from the Great Recession. 

[ƻŎŀƭ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ άƎǊƻǎǎ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΣέ the housing market and government revenues 

are all making positive gains.  At the same time, the sobering realities of the harsh economic downtown 

still linger and remind us that we have a significant way to go before the Great Recession is truly behind 

us. 

The objective of the Index project since its inception has been to delve behind the headlines and gather 

the data that gives us a long-term perspective.  This approach provided a ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 

circumstances and thoughtfully plan strategic actions to build our local economy.  The 2013 Index 

continues this tradition, and ǘƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƛǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ άIƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ 

ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎΚέ 

¢ƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻmy, the types of indicators examined 

were expanded.  The Index explores more affordability measures, which help define our quality of life 

and competitiveness to attract and retain business.  New to this edition is the evaluation of many 

indicators down to the city level as well as comparisons between ourselves and neighboring regions that 

influence our local economic conditions. 

This insightful document brings to forefront areas where collaborative efforts are needed to sustain a 

thriving economy that ensures our shared economic prosperity.  It also reflects the changes happening 

around us.  Some of these changes we have the ability to influence and grow our prosperity, while others 

we cannot control.  The empirical data helps us identify the opportunities to make a difference.  Our 

collaborative history affirms that we can make things happen once we know what needs to be done. 

We challenge you to read this document with an eye to identifying ways in which you can commit to 

building upon our strengths and to address our challenges so that we can reach our positive vision of the 

future. 

Sincerely, 

 

Linda J. Seifert Sandy Person 

Chair President 

Solano County Board of Supervisors Solano Economic Development Corp. 
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Solano County Key Facts 

Area   

Rural land area 675 square miles 

Urban land area 150 square miles 

Water area 84 square miles 
 

2013 Population (as of July 1)  423,265   

Benicia 27,163 Adult Educational Attainment 

Dixon 18,449 Less than high school 13.3% 

Fairfield 108,207 High school graduate 24.0% 

Rio Vista 7,599 Some college, no degree 28.6% 

Suisun City 28,234 Associates degree 9.9% 

Vacaville 92,677 .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ degree 16.7% 

Vallejo 117,112 Graduate or Professional degree 7.2% 

Unincorporated 18,946  
Age Distribution 

 

2013 Population Change  Under 5 years old 6.5% 

Net Foreign Immigration +1,193 5 to 19 20.8% 

Net Domestic Migration    +485 20 to 44 33.7% 

  45 to 64 27.7% 

Top 5 Employment Sectors  65 and older 13.4% 

Government 23,700   

Education & Health Services 20,800 Ethnic Composition  

Retail Trade 18,700 White, ƴƻƴπIƛǎǇŀƴƛŎ 40.8% 

Leisure & Hospitality 14,600 Hispanic 24.0% 

Professional & Business Services 9,200 Asian, ƴƻƴπIƛǎǇŀƴƛŎ 14.6% 

  Black, ƴƻƴπIƛǎǇŀƴƛŎ 13.9% 

Total Industry Jobs 127,300 Other 6.7% 

Sources: 

1.  Population data come from the California Department of Finance (www.dof.ca.gov) 
2.  Employment data come from the California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 
оΦ  5ŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ Řŀǘŀ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǎǳǎΩ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ Survey (www.factfinder2.census.gov)   



 

Index of Economic and Community Progress 
 

      5 

 

 
 

Index Overview 

The past twelve months has seen a transformation of the California economy from the lingering effects of 

the recent recession into a recovered economy.  Solano County is also showing signs of continued 

emergence from the long shadow cast by the housing and labor market downturns that ended the last 

decade.   In past iterations of this index, there have been comparisons made to the pre-recession 

economy, from both the year 2000 and also from 1990 forward, as data were available.   

The 2013 version of this Index shows ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ нлмоΩǎ economic data as compared to 2005 (pre-

recession), 2007 (start of recession), 2010 (bottom of recession) and 2012 (prior year).  Much like 1980 

was very different than the year 2000 based on technological change, new industries, and changes in 

workforce composition, we should consider 1990 a distant memory in terms of the local economy.  The 

year 2000 is also somewhat of a stretch.  The economy in the year 2000 was at a peak built on new 

technologies that are now commonplace in our lives.   

For Solano County, one aspect of the current economy that may remind us quickly of the last two decades 

is the housing market. 2013 was an extraordinary year in terms of the perfect, positive storm: strong 

financing conditions, availability of houses, and rising demand.  Positive momentum in local home prices 

signals economic growth elsewhere in Solano County; for example, construction has made a comeback 

based on rising housing market prices.  We see in the 2013 Index that local labor markets continued their 

recovery in Solano County, though still lagging somewhat in regional comparisons.  Solano County hit 

bottom later than the Bay Area otherwise in terms of housing prices, labor markets, and income growth, 

but is now growing in earnest.  2014 looks like a year that Solano County continues to emerge from 

recession. 

Local Industry Employment Continues Gains from 2012 

Labor market growth in Solano County continues in similar industries as those that grew in 2012.  The 

Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) and the California EDD (Employment Development Department) provide 

preliminary data through December 2013 and also official data through the second quarter of 2013. Since 

2010, Solano County has grown jobs by 6.7 percent.  The state of California has grown jobs since 2010 by 

9 percent. From December 2012 to December 2013, {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ private sector saw growth of 3,600 

jobs, while the public sector lost 300 jobs in 2013. 

Health care remains a growth industry for Solano County, but even before the 2007-10 recession hit 

completely, health care was growing jobs.  Growth in health care jobs sector from 2005 to 2013 is larger 

than any other sector.  Construction has grown since 2010, slowing a bit in 2013, but continuing to 

recover.  The public sector helped support some construction through federal and state projects early in 

the 2007-10 recession; new, private growth is coming from the private sector in 2012 and 2013.  Retail 

jobs have made a comeback, walking hand-in-hand with American consumers who are also recovering 

and spending again.  Jobs in hospitality, such as those in bars and restaurants, have also grown in 2013; 

these are signs that local residents are eating out more and that more tourism is coming to Solano 

County.   
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Gains and Losses of Jobs from 2005, 2007, 2010 and 2012 compared to 2013 
Solano County Employment 

Industry 2005 % Chg 2007 % Chg 2010 % Chg 2012 % Chg 

Retail Trade (1,500) -7.4% (600) -3.1% 900 5.1% 900 5.1% 

Bars and Restaurants 1,200 12.4% 400 3.8% 800 7.9% 800 7.9% 

Health Care 4,100 32.3% 2,900 20.9% 1,700 11.3% 600 3.7% 

Financial Activities (900) -14.3% 100 1.9% 100 1.9% 300 5.9% 

Construction (4,800) -36.1% (900) -9.6% 1,100 14.9% 200 2.4% 

Wholesale Trade 200 4.5% 500 12.2% 700 17.9% 100 2.2% 

Food & Beverage Stores 100 3.2% 0 0.0% 300 10.3% 100 3.2% 

Other Services (100) -2.4% 200 5.1% 600 17.1% 100 2.5% 

Information (Software and Publishing) (600) -35.3% (300) -21.4% (100) -8.3% 0 0.0% 

Local Government Education (1,800) -16.5% (2,100) -18.8% 400 4.6% 0 0.0% 

Total Farm (300) -20.0% (200) -14.3% 100 9.1% 0 0.0% 

Manufacturing (400) -3.8% (500) -4.8% 500 5.3% 0 0.0% 

State Government Excluding Education 700 17.5% 100 2.2% (100) -2.1% (200) -4.1% 

Federal Government (500) -12.2% (300) -7.7% (900) -20.0% (300) -7.7% 

All Other Industries (1,500) -5.6% (2,000) -7.3% 1,900 8.1% 1,000 4.1% 

Total, All Industries (6,100) -4.6% (2,700) -2.1% 8,000 6.7% 3,600 2.9% 

Source: EDD (http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/), Labor Market Information, December to December 2013 

¢ƘŜ άLƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΣ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳblishing (books and newspapers), has 

shown more recovery in 2013.  Financial Activities, industries that stretch from banks to insurance to real 

estate, have also continued to recover.  Manufacturing based in Solano County made some progress since 

2010, but 2013 was not much of a growth year for manufacturing jobs.  In terms of structural change, the 

construction and local government continued to slowly emerge from the fading recession effects. 

As we see later in this report, the rest of the Bay Area continued to grow in 2013, as did Sonoma and Napa 

counties (referred to here as the North Bay), and the Sacramento metropolitan area (Sacramento, Yolo, 

Sutter and Yuba counties). 

Employment and the Labor Force: Solano County beginning to trend growth 

When employment is rising, the labor force should rise more slowly or in sync with the employed.  The 

change in the labor force remained positive while changes in employed residents and industry 

employment overall in Solano County was negative from 2007 to 2010.  Unemployment rose quickly 

under these conditions.  Once the change in the number of employed residents exceeds the change in the 

labor force, the unemployed are hired more quickly and the economy accelerates. 

Solano County has seen growth of employed residents since 2010; over 11,700 more residents are 

working.  Over 5,700 more residents are working since 2012.  The labor force has grown by only 1,790 

people since 2012, which suggests that Solano is now reducing the number of unemployed residents 

more and more.    However, another 6,285 Solano residents still need to be employed to get the 

unemployment rate down to the 5.4% unemployment rate reported in 2005, based on the current size of 

the labor force. 
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Changes in Labor Force Data, Solano County, 2005-2013 

 
Source: EDD (http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/), Labor Market Information 

Comparison of Labor Force Components, 2005 to 2013, Solano County  
Number of Workers and Percentage Change in Each Component, Annual Averages  

 Labor Force Components Percentage Change versus 2013 

 
2005 2007 2010 2012 2013 2005 2007 2010 2012 

Labor Force 208,900 208,500 214,800 217,000 218,792 4.7% 4.9% 1.9% 0.8% 

Employed Residents 197,600 197,500 189,000 195,000 200,700 1.6% 1.6% 6.2% 2.9% 

Unemployment Residents 11,200 11,000 25,900 22,000 18,100 61.6% 64.5% -30.1% -17.7% 

Industry Employment 130,800 129,900 118,900 120,700 123,625 -5.5% -4.8% 4.0% 2.4% 

Source: EDD (http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/), Labor Market Information 

Solano County and its Cities continue to grow since 2010 in terms of Gross Product 

Economists like to use gross product data ǘƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ 

residents and its businesses.  Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is a common economic statistic; its growth 

ǊŀǘŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƎǊƻǿǘƘ of the economy.έ  ¢ƘŜ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ό.9!ύ 

ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǎ άƎǊƻǎǎ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘέ όD/tύ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŎŜŘƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊ (2012 is 

currently the latest year available).   This is the sum value of all final goods and services purchased within 

{ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Řŀǘŀ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΦ  Economists use real values, where 

inflation is removed from the data.  Since 2007, the Solano County economy lost productivity in real terms 

until 2011, where 2010 was a relatively flat year.  The previous six years (2001 to 2006) were years of 

strong economic growth for Solano County, averaging 2.85 percent in real terms per year.  The growth of 

Solano County in 2012 was over 4 percent, ŀƴŘ {ƻƭŀƴƻΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ as 3.8 percent in 2013.  

Government (the public sector) has remained ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŦƛȄŜŘ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ {ƻƭŀƴƻΩǎ ǊŜŀƭ D/t ǎƛƴŎŜ 

2005, at approximately 19 percent of the county economy.   In 2007, private sector services accounted for 

55.3 percent of Solano /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ; this fell to 51.7 percent in 2009.  By 2012, private-sector 

employment was at 55.3 percent again.  Construction, manufacturing and agriculture (goods-producing 
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industries) have gone from 22.7 percent in 2001 to 18.6 percent in 2006 to 18.8 percent in 2012.  The size 

ƻŦ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǊŜŀƭ D5t Ƙŀǎ shrunk since 2005. 

Sector Shares of Gross Product in each of the Selected Areas  
2005 to 2012 comparisons, Percent of Total Level of Gross Product 

 
Goods-Producing Services-Producing Public Sector 

Year CA Solano US CA Solano US CA Solano US 

2005 17.9% 26.2% 19.9% 71.2% 55.1% 68.1% 11.0% 18.7% 12.0% 

2007 18.0% 27.6% 19.7% 71.1% 53.2% 68.7% 10.8% 19.2% 11.6% 

2010 17.0% 25.0% 18.5% 71.8% 55.3% 69.4% 11.1% 19.5% 12.1% 

2012 16.6% 25.7% 18.7% 73.0% 55.3% 69.9% 10.3% 18.8% 11.5% 
Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis (www.bea.gov) 

 

Standards of Living: Three Measures 

GDP per person is a classic ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ άstandard of livingέ, where higher is better.  Median household 

income is another measure, which can range from a single person living alone to a family of eight.  

Personal income per person is yet another measure.  GDP per person (or per capita) is more of a measure 

of what the local area produces per person.  Those who are commuting into Solano County every day go 

home with their wages and salaries; interest payments to lenders that are not headquartered in Solano 

County also remove some of that income. Below is a comparison of changes in living standards based on 

these measures from 2007, 2010 and 2011 as compared to 2012.   

Percentage Change in Standard of Living Measures,  
Selected Areas, 2005, 2007 and 2010 Compared to 2012 (the latest data available), 2010 Dollars 

 
GDP/Capita Personal Income/Person Median Household Income 

Place 2005 2007 2010 2005 2007 2010 2005 2007 2010 

California -2.4% -5.4% 2.7% 0.9% -2.4% 4.2% -8.0% -11.8% -4.1% 

Solano County -7.8% -7.4% -1.9% -4.7% -7.0% 6.1% -15.2% -15.6% -6.6% 

United States 0.8% -1.6% 2.6% 2.9% -1.5% 3.0% -6.2% -9.3% -2.9% 
Sources: Bureau of Economic Analysis (www.bea.gov) and Census Bureau (factfinder2.census.gov) 

Notice all areas have struggled since 2005 in 2010 dollars, though there has been nominal growth.  GDP 

per capita has grown in California and the US since 2010, but is still lower in Solano County despite recent 

growth.   Personal income per person has grown since 2010, ŀƴŘ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ Ƙŀǎ ƻǳǘǇŀŎŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΤ personal income growth is outpacing population growth since 2010.  

Median household income remains lower since 2005, but recent, annual growth adds to signs that Solano 

/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜΦ   

Takeaways and What Is Important 
 
Each subsection of this report wƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ άTAKEAWAYέ ŀƴŘ άWHAT IS IMPORTANTέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

reader as a way to summarize what the data say and a consideration about how that specific data affects 

the current or future Solano County economy.  
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Community Indicators and Some Gains and Challenges 

Community challenges ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

progressing as the economy continues its emergence and resurgence.  In some of these indicators, a 

progressing economy should lead to forward progress in the community.  However, there are lags in how 

rising incomes and job growth then become positive social change. 

Solano /ƻǳƴǘȅΩs population continues to grow, driven by foreign immigrants 

The county population rose in 2013 by 3,918 people to an estimated level of 423,265 as of July 1, 2013 

reported by the California Department of Finance (DOF); DOF ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ {ƻƭŀƴƻΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ рфнΣурл 

by 2050 and 634,852 in 2060.  Solano County is projected to grow more quickly than California on average 

and also the rest of the Bay Area.  However, {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘƻΩǎ ƳŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ see 

population grow even more quickly than Solano County.  Solano CountyΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ has grown since 

2010 due mainly to foreign immigrants versus new residents from other parts of the United States; there 

was net immigration of 1,633 people in 2013.  There was a natural increase of over 9,000 people since 

2010, for an overall growth of 10,045 or 2.43 percent growth.   

Through 2050, Solano County will see continued shifts toward more ethnic diversity and an aging 

population.  However, after 2030, Solano County will experience uniform population growth between the 

ages of 18 and 64, the classic working-age population and some accelerated population growth based on 

younger residents of working age.  A new indicator in this report shows Solano County is slowly moving in 

this direction: ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ǊŀǘƛƻΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ср ŀƴŘ those less 

than 18 years of age, is slowly falling.  This is a trend in the Bay Area overall, but not in counties such as 

Sonoma, Napa and Marin counties. 

Education data suggest dropout rates still a challenge, but more students are CSU and UC ready 

Education data for Solano County shows a mix of good news and challenges.  The dropout rate remained 

stable in 2011-12, the latest date reported by the California Department of Education, at 4.7 percent.  The 

dropout's ethnic mix remains skewed toward African-American students.  Asian students are showing 

continued progress and lower dropout rates, as well as larger numbers being UC/CSU ready upon 

graduation.  Overall, there has been steady growth in eligibility for CSU and UC campuses, but Solano 

remains slightly behind the state average. 

Healthcare coverage rises, confounded by the Affordable Care Act 

A bright spot in {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ community data is the population that is covered by health insurance.  In 

2011, 94 percent of residents under 18 years of age for all income levels were covered by health 

insurance, more than the average in California overall, the United States overall, Sacramento and the rest 

of the Bay Area.  Sacramento was slightly higher for covering children under 18 and closer to poverty-level 

income.  The Bay Area is slightly better, just slightly, at providing insurance for folks below 65 years of age 

overall.  Whether these data remains as good community progress indicators is debatable with the 

introduction of the Affordable Care Act, where coverage should rise across all jurisdictions. 
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Housing Markets see a major upswing in 2013 

The last twelve months have seen some extraordinary growth in median housing prices, triggered by 

ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƭŜŀƴǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ άŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘέ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ of 

foreclosures/notices of default fell to pre-recession levels.  The number of units offered also fell overall, 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅΦ  CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŘǊƻǾŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ up for housing, 

as interest rates began to slowly climb up, and provided some upward pressure on financing costs.  The 

combination of supply reductions and demand expansion lead to home prices rising 24.3 percent in 2013.  

Prices are up 31.5 percent from 2010 and over 56 percent since the lowest median home prices.  The Bay 

Area and California overall experienced faster rates of housing price growth, which means Bay Area prices 

are likely to peak sooner than Solano County, but have also become less affordable for workers. 

Government Revenue continues to rise 

The combination of rising home prices and taxable sales suggests that there will be continued increases 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢ŀȄŀōƭŜ ǎŀƭŜǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ нлмн ƻƴ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ōȅ 

quarter basis after inflation adjustment, and the 4th quarter of 2013 should also be reported as rising 

versus 2011.  The first two quarters of 2012 where on average 6 percent growth in taxable sales over 

2011, and over 10 percent growth since 2010 when taxable sales hit bottom.   

Taxable Sales Data, 1996 to 2012 (estimated to year end), 2010 Dollars, Solano County 

 
Source: California Board of Equalization (http://www.boe.ca.gov/news/tsalescont.htm);* 2013Ωǎ Řŀǘŀ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ vо  
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Assessed Home Values for Property Tax Purposes, Solano County, 2000 to 2013, 2010 Dollars 

 
{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅ !ǎǎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ 

 

New Data 

The 2013 Index of Economic and Community Progress adds some new data to monitor annually.  These 

data include some of the work being done by a research ǘŜŀƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άMoving Solano Forward.έ  ¢Ƙŀǘ 

team is looking at economic diversification strategies for Solano County with respect to Travis Air Force 

.ŀǎŜ ό¢ǊŀǾƛǎύ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀǾƛǎΩ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ   

Included also are simple affordability measures, for both businesses in terms of relative wages levels for 

many types of occupations and for residential homeownership, provide other ways to see Solano County 

as a competitive place to attract and retain business.  These data also reflect the quality of life in Solano 

County. 

There are also ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

information. 
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Annual Local Industry Employment (2000 ς 2013), Sector Breakdown 

Employment in Solano County grew in 2013 by 3,600 jobs or 3.4 percent growth.  This is up from 2012 

where the growth rate was only 2.9 percent growth.  The private sector gains of 3,900 jobs were offset by 

300 jobs lost in all areas of government.  The Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW) 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΦ  According to these data, Solano 

/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ Ƙƛǘ ŀ ƭƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǊŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƻŦ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ м ƻŦ нлммΤ ǘƘŜ United 

States and California labor markets saw their employment hit bottom in the first quarter of 2010.   

 
Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov), *2013 is an average of Jan 2013 to Dec 2013 

 
 In 2013, local government is 62 percent of overall public-sector workers, where the state government has 

grown slightly in its small share of {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ public-sector jobs since 2000.  The number of overall, 

estimated workers in the public sector is only 300 less in 2013 than in 2000; government jobs were at 

their lowest point since 2000 in the second quarter of 2013.   

TAKEAWAY: Solano County is hiring and this growth has continued since 2011 into 2013. 

WHAT IS IMPORTANT: Given labor market and economic forecasts for 2014, Solano County 
industry employment should continue to grow. 
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Gain or Loss in Industry Employment, 2000-2013  
Comparisons between Selected Areas, Index 2010 = 100 

 
Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Change in Total Industry Employment  

(Gain or Loss in Percentage Terms of Total Jobs for Solano County Employers) 

Place 2005-13 2010-13 2012-13 

Solano County -5.2% 3.8% 2.2% 

California -1.1% 5.0% 1.6% 

Sacramento MSA -5.6% 2.7% 1.1% 

Bay Area Other 3.4% 7.5% 2.1% 

North Bay  -3.2% 6.0% 2.7% 

Source: www.edd.ca.gov 

 
Looking across the region, changes in total industry employment has been slower in Solano County than 

in comparable areas except for 2013, where Solano County grew at 2.2 percent.  By using these 

ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ {ƻƭŀƴƻΩǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΦ   The North Bay saw 

rapid losses in both the dot.com recession of 2001-02 and also the Great Recession of 2007-10; Napa and 

Sonoma hit bottom before the Solano and Sacramento MSAs did and have shown better growth since 

2010 as a result.   

TAKEAWAY: 3ÏÌÁÎÏ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÌÁÂÏÒ ÍÁÒËÅÔÓ ÇÒÅ× ÑÕÉÃËÌÙ ÉÎ ςπρσȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÁÃÃÅÌÅÒÁÔÉÎÇȢ 
 
WHAT IS IMPORTANT: Solano County lags the overall Bay Area in terms of labor market recovery. 
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Total Non-Farm Employment 

Because 2011 was the labor market rebound beginning for both Solano County and the Sacramento 

metro area, the growth rates since then are relatively small.  For the Bay Area, the recovery has brought 

back almost 203,000 jobs or 7.4 percent growth in employment from the bottom.  Napa and Sonoma 

combined generated 13,500 jobs since 2010, or about 5.8 percent growth.  California, as mentioned 

above, grew about 4.8 percent, which represents about just over 701,000 workers.  Sacramento grew 

ŀōƻǳǘ нΦс ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻǊ нмΣслл Ƨƻōǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлмлΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ нлммΣ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘƻΩǎ a{! Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΣ ŀǎ 

Ƙŀǎ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ a{!Υ нΦу ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ оΦу ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ 

Non-Farm Employment, Solano County, 2000-2013 

 
Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Non-farm employment continued to grow in Solano County in 2013; there was growth of 2.2 percent from 

2012 (3,600 jobs), and is 6.7 percent (7,900 jobs) growth since 2010.  Between 1997 and 2005, Solano 

County added 31,300 non-farm, payroll jobs.  From 2006 forward to 2013, Solano County has lost 6,900 

jobs.  The period between 1997 and 2005 was driven by a technology bubble that burst followed quickly 

by a housing bubble that also burst.  While we want to compare to the recent past, a period like the one 

between 1997 and 2005 is unlikely to return soon.  However, 2013 was a year of jobs growth for Solano 

County.  The next set of figures explores these data at the industry level. 

TAKEAWAY: Non-Farm job growth in Solano County since 2010 has been dominated by Health Care, 
Wholesale businesses, Education and Social Services, and Leisure and Hospitality, and other services 
industries focused on county residents as a market. 
 
WHAT IS IMPORTANT: Construction and Non-Durable Goods manufacturing have started to show 
signs of life in terms of hiring more workers during 2013. 
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Solano County Jobs by Industry, Percentage Change and Share of Total Jobs  

 
Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 

Agriculture 2005-13 2007-13 2010-13 2012-13 

Change in Jobs  (608)  (208)  (8)  (8) 

Percent Change -30.4% -13.0% -0.6% -0.6% 

 2005 2007 2010 2013 

Share of Total 1.5% 1.2% 1.2% 1.1% 

 

 
Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 

Construction 2005-13 2007-13 2010-13 2012-13 

Change in Jobs  (4,933)  (2,233)  1,267   567  

Percent Change -36.8% -20.9% 17.6% 7.2% 

 2005 2007 2010 2013 

Share of Total 10.2% 8.2% 6.1% 6.8% 
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Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Durable Goods 2005-13 2007-13 2010-13 2012-13 

Change in Jobs       (300)       (500)        200        0   

Percent Change -7.7% -12.2% 5.9% 0.0% 

 2005 2007 2010 2013 

Share of Total 3.0% 3.2% 2.9% 2.9% 

 

 
Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Non-Durable 2005-13 2007-13 2010-13 2012-13 

Change in Jobs  358   (42)  158   58  

Percent Change 5.9% -0.6% 2.5% 0.9% 

 2005 2007 2010 2013 

Share of Total 4.7% 5.0% 5.3% 5.2% 
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Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 

Wholesale 2005-13 2007-13 2010-13 2012-13 

Change in Jobs  108   408   408   208  

Percent Change 2.5% 10.0% 10.0% 4.8% 

 2005 2007 2010 2013 

Share of Total 3.4% 3.2% 3.4% 3.6% 

 
 

 
Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Non-Durable 2005-13 2007-13 2010-13 2012-13 

Change in Jobs  (1,567)  (1,267)  633   233  

Percent Change -8.4% -6.9% 3.9% 1.4% 

 2005 2007 2010 2013 

Share of Total 14.2% 14.1% 13.8% 13.8% 
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Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Logistics/Utilities 2005-13 2007-13 2010-13 2012-13 

Change in Jobs  275   75   175   275  

Percent Change 5.9% 1.5% 3.6% 5.9% 

 2005 2007 2010 2013 

Share of Total 3.6% 3.8% 4.0% 4.0% 

 

 
Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Information 2005-13 2007-13 2010-13 2012-13 

Change in Jobs       (600)       (500)       (200)       0   

Percent Change -35.3% -31.3% -15.4% 0.0% 

 2005 2007 2010 2013 

Share of Total 1.3% 1.2% 1.1% 0.9% 
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Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 

Financial 2005-13 2007-13 2010-13 2012-13 

Change in Jobs     (1,100)       (400)         -          200  

Percent Change -17.5% -7.1% 0.0% 4.0% 

 2005 2007 2010 2013 

Share of Total 4.8% 4.3% 4.4% 4.2% 

 

 
Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Professional/  

Business Services 
2005-13 2007-13 2010-13 2012-13 

Change in Jobs  (2,458)  (2,658)  42   142  

Percent Change -21.8% -23.1% 0.5% 1.6% 

 2005 2007 2010 2013 

Share of Total 8.6% 8.9% 7.4% 7.2% 
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Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Educational and  

Social Services 
2005-13 2007-13 2010-13 2012-13 

Change in Jobs  425   225   225   225  

Percent Change 12.9% 6.4% 6.4% 6.4% 

 2005 2007 2010 2013 

Share of Total 2.5% 2.7% 2.9% 3.0% 

 

 
Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Health Care 2005-13 2007-13 2010-13 2012-13 

Change in Jobs  3,742   2,742   1,442   542  

Percent Change 29.9% 20.3% 9.7% 3.5% 

 2005 2007 2010 2013 

Share of Total 9.6% 10.4% 12.4% 13.1% 
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Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Leisure and Hospitality 2005-13 2007-13 2010-13 2012-13 

Change in Jobs  1,408   708   1,008   608  

Percent Change 11.2% 5.3% 7.8% 4.5% 

 2005 2007 2010 2013 

Share of Total 9.6% 10.2% 10.9% 11.3% 

 

 
Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Other Services 2005-13 2007-13 2010-13 2012-13 

Change in Jobs       (200)         -          400         100  

Percent Change -4.8% 0.0% 11.1% 2.6% 

 2005 2007 2010 2013 

Share of Total 3.2% 3.1% 3.0% 3.2% 
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Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Federal Government 2005-13 2007-13 2010-13 2012-13 

Change in Jobs  (317)  (317)  (917)  (217) 

Percent Change -7.9% -7.9% -19.9% -5.6% 

 2005 2007 2010 2013 

Share of Total 3.1% 3.1% 3.9% 3.0% 

 

 
Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Local/ 

State Government 
2005-13 2007-13 2010-13 2012-13 

Change in Jobs  (1,392)  (2,592)  (192)  (92) 

Percent Change -6.5% -11.4% -0.9% -0.5% 

 2005 2007 2010 2013 

Share of Total 16.4% 17.5% 17.1% 16.3% 
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Unemployment Rates: California, Solano County, Selected Areas, % of Labor Force 
 

 
Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Solano CoǳƴǘȅΩǎ annual unemployment rate was 8.3 percent in 2013, and was 10.1 percent for 2012.   The 

lowest unemployment rate experienced by Solano County since 1990 was 4.1 percent in 1999 and 4.0 

percent in 2000.  While 7.3 ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƭŀǊƎŜΣ {ƻƭŀƴƻΩǎ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘŜ ǇŜŀƪŜŘ ŀǘ ƻǾŜǊ мнΦн 

percent in June 2010.  These data show Solano County is moving at a similar pace to Sacramento and the 

state of California overall.   

Quick City-Level Data View, Unemployment Rates (%), Annual Averages 

Place 2005 2007 2010 2013 

Benicia  3.3 3.2 7.6 5.2 

Dixon  4.3 4.2 9.7 6.7 

Fairfield  5.9 5.8 13.2 9.2 

Rio Vista  4.0 3.9 9.0 6.2 

Suisun City  5.6 5.5 12.4 8.6 

Vacaville  4.0 3.9 9.0 6.2 

Vallejo  6.7 6.6 14.8 10.3 

Solano County 5.4 5.3 12.0 8.3 

Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 
 

TAKEAWAY: Solano #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÕÎÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÄ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÈÉÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÏÓÅ 
outside Solano County, which helps lower the burden on local government and generates more 
personal income and retail sales. 
 
WHAT IS IMPORTANT: The faster the unemployment rate falls, the faster the economy grows in 
real terms. 
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Total Unemployed Residents, Index 2010 = 100, Selected Areas 

 
Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Percent Change in Unemployed Residents, 2013 Compared to Year in Table1 

Unemployed Residents 2005 2007 2010 2012 

Solano County 61.6% 64.5% -30.1% -17.7% 

California 72.5% 71.1% -27.5% -15.1% 

Sacramento MSA 78.8% 61.1% -32.1% -18.5% 

Bay Area Other 45.0% 57.2% -34.9% -19.2% 

North Bay (Napa/Sonoma counties) 53.5% 55.7% -35.2% -21.3% 
Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Notice the regions listed are following similar paths toward pre-recession levels since 2010 when the 

number of unemployed people peaked.  The number of unemployed residents is 30.1 percent lower than 

in 2010 for Solano County, 34.9 percent for the Bay Area MSAs, 35.2 percent for Sonoma and Napa 

counties combined, and 32.1 ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ нф ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƛƴ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘƻΩǎ ƳŜǘǊƻ ŀǊŜŀ.  However, Solano 

County is 61.6 percent higher in unemployed residents than in 2005 as of November 2013.    

TAKEAWAY: Solano County is hiring more of its residents, which corroborates other growth 

indicators. 

WHAT IS IMPORTANT: )Ô ÉÓ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ 3ÏÌÁÎÏȭÓ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÆÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÊÏÂÓ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ 3ÏÌÁÎÏ 

County and bringing that income back to Solano County to spend on goods and services. 

                                                           
1
 CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ нлмо ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛǎ смΦс ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ нллрΦ 
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Total Employed Residents, Index 2010 = 100 

 
Source: California Employment Development Department (www.edd.ca.gov) 

 
Solano County is growing faster than many regional counterparts in terms of creating jobs.  In 2013, the 

number of employed residents grew by 2.9 percent, where the Bay Area grew at 2.8 percent.  California 

overall grew its employed residents by 2.4 percent, and the North Bay (Sonoma and Napa) counties grew 

with a combined 3.0 percent.  Since 2010, an additional 6.2 percent of Solano County residents are 

working.  The Bay Area has 8.8 percent more residents working, Sonoma and Napa counties have 6.4 

percent more residents working and California residents who are working grew by 5.4 percent since 2010.  

In terms of people, 3,365 Solano County residents found work in 2013 who were not working in 2012.   

Percent Change in Employed Residents, 2013 Compared to Year in Table2 
Employed Residents 2005 2007 2010 2012 

Solano County 1.6% 1.6% 6.2% 2.9% 

California 2.2% 0.0% 5.6% 2.4% 

Sacramento MSA -0.9% -2.8% 4.0% 1.8% 

Rest of Bay Area 8.2% 5.1% 8.8% 2.8% 

North Bay (Napa/Sonoma counties) 1.6% -0.3% 6.0% 3.0% 

Source: California EDD (www.edd.ca.gov) 

TAKEAWAY: Solano County residents are finding jobs faster than most regional areas in 2013. 
 
WHAT IS IMPORTANT: These data show that Solano County continues to emerge and grow from 
the 2007-10 recession effects on the number of employed residents. 

                                                           
2
 CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ нлмо ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛǎ мΦс ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ нллр ƭŜǾŜƭΦ 
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Non-employers, 2007 to 2011 

 
Source: Census Bureau: www.census.gov 

 
Non-employer businesses are those that have no official (payroll) employees but are viable businesses.  

These businesses are tracked by their tax filings.  The Census Bureau reports these types of businesses 

with a two-year lag; the latest data for Solano County is 2011, and the chart here compares 2011 to 2007.  

These data provide a view of the lingering effects of the Great Recession on micro-businesses in Solano 

County as of 2011.   

Notice that finance and insurance show a strong difference between retaining businesses and generating 

more revenue versus retail trade business and revenue growth move a bit more hand-in-hand.  Utilities 

are similar to Finance and Insurance.  Construction firms have still not recovered, where Manufacturing 

businesses have recovered more.  The next table shows how these industries and non-employers have 

changed from 2010 to 2011, almost all of them growing in both number of firms and revenues. 
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Non-employers (cont.) 

Change in Number of Non-employers and Their Revenue  
2010 to 2011, % Change 

Industry % Chg Firms % Chg Rev 

Manufacturing 15.5% 61.0% 

Utilities 18.2% 36.3% 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation 5.6% 21.4% 

Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction 8.3% 21.1% 

Accommodation and food services 5.8% 18.6% 

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 0.0% 14.1% 

Transportation and warehousing 4.6% 13.0% 

Administrative and waste management services 8.0% 10.8% 

Health care and social assistance -4.6% 7.6% 

Retail trade 2.5% 6.1% 

Construction 1.6% 5.6% 

Other services (except public administration) 6.8% 5.5% 

Wholesale trade 2.6% 5.1% 

Educational services 1.2% 4.3% 

Professional, scientific, and technical services 5.1% 4.3% 

Information 2.2% 3.5% 

Total for all sectors 2.9% 2.3% 

Real estate and rental and leasing -2.9% -1.7% 

Finance and insurance -3.6% -37.3% 
 Source: Census Bureau: www.census.gov 

 

Notice that finance and insurance has been shrinking, while manufacturing saw some strength in 2011.  

Most of these industries are growing, which corroborates the data of economic growth overall for Solano 

County.  This trend is likely to continue in the 2012 and 2013 data once they arrive. 

TAKEAWAY: Small businesses have rebounded in Solano County, and that rebound began in earnest 

in 2011 as compared to the recession years. 

WHAT IS IMPORTANT: Small business is a major engine of economic growth.  These data further 

show evidence that Solano County continues to emerge from the recession in terms of labor market 

and business opportunities. 

Lƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ƴƻƴ-employers to California and the United States overall in 2011, 

Solano County rŜƳŀƛƴǎ ōŜƭƻǿ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ άƎƻƻŘǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎέ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

industries, and the United States overall has more goods-producing non-employers than both Solano 

County and California.  For non-employers, Solano County has 10.4 percent of these micro-businesses 

producing goods and approximately 89.6 producing services.  These proportions are similar to 2007.  For 

California, the 2011 percentage is 13.7 that are producing goods.  For the United States, the current mix is 

9.8 percent for goods producers versus 90.2 percent providing services.  This is slightly down from 2007.   
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Percentage of Non-Employers (Solano County, United States, California), 2007 and 2011 

 
Source: Census Bureau: www.census.gov 

 

TAKEAWAY: Solano County has a larger proportion of services-providing non-employers than the 

state of California or the United States overall. 

WHAT IS IMPORTANT: Professional services, real estate services, and a mix ÏÆ ȰÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȱ ÁÒÅ 

the typical types of service-providing non-employers, where construction and contractors are the 

dominant goods-producers for non-employers in Solano County, California and the nation overall. 
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GDP change by sector, Solano County: 2007 and 2010 compared to 2012, 2010 Dollars 

 
Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis (www.bea.gov) 

 
Using 2007 and 2010 as comparison dates, these data suggest that Solano County is still not back to pre-

recession levels in terms of producing goods and services.  These data are sorted by the largest gains since 

2010, which are encouraging.  Durable goods, construction, and logistics have all experienced income 

growth since 2010 as industries.  Finance and Insurance and utilities have grown beyond the pre-recession 

levels.  Health Care has grown since 2007, but the growth has slowed down since 2010.  Many other 

services and agriculture have yet to recover production losses from the recession of 2007-10. 

TAKEAWAY: In terms of producing goods and services, Solano County has more industries growing 

since 2010 versus 2007, and these industries are helping Solano continue to emerge from recession. 

WHAT IS IMPORTANT: There are still a large number of industries that are below 2007 and 2010 

production levels, which means that Solano County still has room to grow. 
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GDP by Sector (cont.) 
 

GDP Share by Major Sector: Proportions in Solano County over time, 2010 Dollars 

 
Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis (www.bea.gov) 

 
The shares of GCP in Solano County should change very little year to year, but may change significantly 

over longer time periods due to industries moving to Solano County or moving away.  Other industries 

grow inside Solano County, which can also shift production proportions.  Lƴ нлмнΣ {ƻƭŀƴƻΩs GDP showed 

more change in goods-producing industries, which increases the proportion for those types of businesses.   

Shares of GDP, Solano County, 2005, 2010, 2012, 2010 Dollars 
Industry 2005 2010 2012 

Agriculture 1.1% 1.2% 1.0% 

Non-Farm Private 71.9% 81.2% 68.5% 

Utilities 1.4% 1.8% 1.9% 

Construction 6.6% 5.1% 5.7% 

Durable goods manufacturing 2.4% 2.7% 2.3% 

Nondurable goods manufacturing 10.1% 20.4% 15.1% 

Wholesale trade 3.7% 4.0% 4.3% 

Retail trade 9.2% 7.5% 7.4% 

Transportation and warehousing 2.3% 2.4% 2.2% 

Information 1.4% 1.5% 1.2% 

Finance and insurance 3.3% 3.7% 3.8% 

Real estate and rental and leasing 10.6% 8.1% 7.3% 

Professional services 2.2% 3.1% 2.7% 

Management consulting 1.0% 1.2% 0.9% 

Admin and waste manage services 2.7% 2.9% 2.2% 

Educational services 0.5% 0.7% 0.6% 

Health care and social assistance 7.7% 10.1% 10.8% 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation 0.7% 0.6% 0.6% 

Hotels/Bars/Restaurants 2.5% 2.4% 2.4% 

Other Services 2.9% 2.6% 2.5% 

Government  18.4% 20.0% 18.8% 

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis (www.bea.gov) 
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{ƛƴŎŜ нлмлΣ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƨƻōǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ƻƭŀƴƻΩǎ ƎǊƻǎǎ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΦ  

aŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩs economy in terms of keeping the local 

economy diverse. In 2010 and 2011, health care jobs growth drove services growth.    It is important to 

recognize that real GDP in 2005 was 5.2 percent larger than in 2012; the recession reduced the size of 

Solano CoǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ, but continues to grow in 2013. 

TAKEAWAY: Goods-ÐÒÏÄÕÃÉÎÇ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÌÅÓÓ ÔÈÁÎ σπ ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ 3ÏÌÁÎÏ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ '$0 

since 2001, but have risen in importance in 2012 due to growth in industries like construction and 

durable goods manufacturing. 

WHAT IS IMPORTANT: The proportions are important in that services and government are 

predominantly locally-serving.  From an economic development standpoint, more goods-producing 

industries suggest more export income for Solano County, which accelerates local GDP growth. 

GDP Growth Comparison, 2002-2012: Solano County, California and the United States overall  

Comparing the growth rate of GDP or its equivalent in Solano County to the California and United States 

growth rates, Solano County has a strong year in 2012.  TƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŀōƻǾŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ {ƻƭŀƴƻΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ will 

outpace the state and nation again in 2013.  The chart clearly shows the effects of the recession on all 

three areas and also the recent growth for Solano County which started aftŜǊ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

recovery began. 

GDP Growth Rates, Selected Areas, 2010 Dollars 

 
Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis (www.bea.gov) 

TAKEAWAY: Solano County experienced more GDP growth in 2012 than the nation and state 

economies overall, where it had lagged in growth since 2009. 

WHAT IS IMPORTANT: 3ÏÌÁÎÏ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÉÔ ÈÁÓ ÅÍÅÒÇÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 

should remain close to trending with the state and nation in 2013. 
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Personal Income 
 

Per Capita Personal Income Changes: Solano County, California, and United States 
2005-2012, 2010 Dollars 

 
Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis (www.bea.gov) 

 
Percent Change in Personal Income Per Capita to 2012, 2010 Dollars 

From Date to 2012 
Solano 
County 

California 
United 
States 

2005 -4.7% 0.9% 2.9% 

2007 -7.0% -2.4% -1.5% 

2010 6.1% 4.2% 3.0% 
Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis (www.bea.gov) 

 
Personal income is the genesis of retail sales, mortgage payments, and purchases of all kinds.  Personal 

income is made up of wages and salaries, transfer payments from all levels of government, investment 

ƛƴŎƻƳŜ όŘƛǾƛŘŜƴŘǎΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴǘǎύΣ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǿƴƛƴƎ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ όǇǊƻǇǊƛŜǘƻǊΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜύ 

and other income sources.  Since 2009, Solano County has seen growth in personal income, initially from 

stock market gains and investment income, and accelerated by wage and salary growth.   

TAKEAWAY: Changes in personal income per capita have been relatively similar between the United 

States, California and Solano County.   

WHAT IS IMPORTANT: Notice that Solano County had a better year per capita than both the state 

and nation areas in 2012, where Solano County was still climbing out of the recession since the 

bottom was hit in 2010.  Much of the change in 2011 was due to equity market gains versus job 

growth; 2012 was a mix of both on personal income growth. 
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Personal Income Rates of Change, Solano County, 2010 Dollars, Percentage Change 

 
Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis (www.bea.gov) 

 
Notice that the growth rate of personal income is no longer outpacing the growth of personal income less 

governmental transfer payments.  This is a sign that Solano County is less dependent on government 

transfers to generate personal income, and thus retail sales, personal services purchases, and other 

purchases rise more quickly.  Both 2011 and 2012 showed this phenomenon.  

TAKEAWAY: Personal income is rising since 2009 in Solano County, which fuels housing, retail and 

job markets.   

WHAT IS IMPORTANT: When personal income less transfers is growing at a slower pace than 

personal income overall, the local economy is drawing less from all levels of government as a 

supplemental income source. 

Comparison of Percentage Change in Sources of Personal Income compared to 2013  
2010 Dollars, Selected Areas 

 Solano County California United States 

Percentage Change to 2012 2007 2010 2007 2010 2007 2010 

Personal Income 0.6% 6.3% 13.0% 12.0% 2.6% 4.5% 

Wages and Salaries -7.8% 6.0% 7.8% 10.5% -3.0% 2.7% 

Social Transfer Payments 33.0% -0.9% 40.4% 3.3% 22.7% -2.0% 

Dividends, Interest and Rents 4.9% 11.4% 7.0% 18.1% -4.9% 10.4% 

Proprietor's Income -16.0% 10.6% 8.8% 15.4% 11.8% 12.0% 

Other Sources 22.4% 13.3% 33.6% 27.1% 21.4% 14.6% 
Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis (www.bea.gov) 
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Sources of Personal Income, 2010 Dollars, Solano County  

 
Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis (www.bea.gov) 

 
Wages and salaries remain the dominant way that Solano County residents generate personal income.  

Transfer payments fell in 2012 as a percentage of overall personal income in Solano County, which is also 

true for the state of California and the nation overall.  Investment income remains a similar proportion of 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘǎΣ ŀǎ ŘƻŜǎ ǇǊƻǇǊƛŜǘƻǊΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΦ   

TAKEAWAY: Investment and business income are the main reason personal income has grown since 

2010 across all areas compared; wages and business income are at lower levels than 2007.   

WHAT IS IMPORTANT: When personal income less transfers is growing at a slower pace than 

personal income overall, the local economy is drawing less from all levels of government as a 

supplemental income source. 
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Median Household Income 

The Census Bureau tracks households in two forms: family and non-family.  Family households have 

children under the age of 18 in them, while non-family households may have children over the age of 

eighteen if children are present.  Median income measures are used by economists rather than average 

income because averages are subject to more volatility as incomes rise, where median measures speak to 

the Řŀǘŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΩ center and moves less quickly.   

For Solano County, median household income fell in 2012 as a ratio to the United States average.  

/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀƴ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜǿ ƛƴ нлмн ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ median.  This suggests that Solano County 

has been growing in the form of relatively lower income households.  This is the second time in four years 

that median household income has fallen for Solano County.  So while Solano County retains a larger 

median household income than both the United States overall and the state of California, 2012 reduced 

that difference. 

 Median Household Comparison, 2010 Dollars, California, United States and Solano County  

 
Sources: Census Bureau (Median Household Income), California Department of Finance (CPI data) 

TAKEAWAY: Median household incomes have been on a trend decline since 2008 across all selected 

areas in inflation-adjusted (real) terms.  In current dollars (nominal terms), there has been growth. 

WHAT IS IMPORTANT:  Median household income is used to measure how well households and 

ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÉÎÃÏÍÅȢ  3ÏÌÁÎÏ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÍÅÄÉÁÎ ÈÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄ ÉÎÃÏÍÅ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÈÉÇÈ 

with respect to the state and the nation, regardless of recent trends. 
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Cities Overview 

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǿithin city limits, the 2013 Index of Economic and 

Community Progress adds a section to provide data on {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ.  The 

Employment Development Department of California (EDD) provides labor data for the seven incorporated 

cities; the Department of Finance provides population projections and housing unit data for the seven 

cities and the unincorporated portion of Solano County.  Using Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) data 

and EDD data combined, άgross city productέ ƻǊ D/t is shown as an estimate versus what is reported by 

BEA for Solano County overall.  Lƴ ǘƘŜ άhǳǊ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ 

data are provided for some simple comparisons.   

Employed Residents by City, Solano County: 2000, 2005, 2010, 2013 

 
Source: California EDD (www.edd.ca.gov) 

Fairfield, Vallejo and Vacaville are the obvious, larger cities in terms of employment. In terms of 

unemployment, many of the cities remain above the unemployment rate of Solano County overall as of 

December 2013.  Notice in the chart on Page 39 that Vallejo, Fairfield and Suisun City have unemployment 

rates that are historically higher than the other cities and also higher than the December 2013 

unemployment rate for Solano County overall. 

TAKEAWAY: All cities have shown employment growth since 2010, where the larger cities have 

grown more quickly. 

WHAT IS IMPORTANT:  The major cities in Solano County are likely to grow employment more 

quickly due to more employment opportunities than the smaller cities. 
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Cities Overview (cont.) 

Unemployment Rate Comparison to Solano County, December 2013, Seasonally Adjusted 

 
Sources: California EDD (www.edd.ca.gov) 

TAKEAWAY: Some of the cities in Solano County have higher unemployment rates than the county 

overall, and should be seen as places where more workforce investment programs may be needed. 

WHAT IS IMPORTANT:  Versus the county average, some cities have larger unemployment rates.  

Vallejo has historically higheÒ ÕÎÅÍÐÌÏÙÍÅÎÔ ÒÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÏÔÈÅÒ cities, which signals some 

ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÁÌ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÉÎ 6ÁÌÌÅÊÏȭÓ ÌÁÂÏÒ ÍÁÒËÅÔÓ ÉÎ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÊÏÂÓ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȢ 

Gross City Product (GCP) 

The next two figures track how much each city contributes to the overall production level of Solano 

County.  Gross City Product is the same idea as Gross Domestic Product: the total value of all final goods 

and services produced in the city limits in one year.  The first chart provides real (inflation-adjusted) gross 

city product for each city in billions of 2010 dollars for 2001, 2005, 2010 and 2013.  These data can be 

ǘǊŀŎƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƎǊƻǎǎ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōƻǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ Ŏƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƎǊƻǎǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ   

These data are the city-level analog of gross domestic product for Solano County.  The next table is the 

percentage change in GCP for each city versus 2010, the year the recent recession ended.   These tables 

show that the cities, like the county overall, have not reached pre-recession production levels yet, and 

that 2013 (like 2012) has been a year of growth across most cities and the county of Solano.  Fairfield, 

Vallejo and Vacaville generate approximately 72 percent of the county GDP, proportions that have 

changed little since 2000. 
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Cities Overview (cont.) 
 

Gross City Product in 2010 Dollars by City 

 
Sources: California EDD (www.edd.ca.gov), IMPLAN (www.implan.com) 

 
Percentage Difference in Gross City Product versus 2010 (the recession bottom) 

 
Sources: California EDD (www.edd.ca.gov), IMPLAN (www.implan.com) 

TAKEAWAY: Fairfield, Vacaville and Vallejo are the economic engines of Solano County, but exhibit 

similar cycles as the smaller cities and towns since 2005 in terms of GCP growth. 

WHAT IS IMPORTANT:  3ÏÌÁÎÏ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÅÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÒÅÃÅssion is due 

mainly (and will continue to be due) to economic growth in Fairfield, Vacaville and Vallejo.  
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Economic Base and Locally-Serving Industries: Moving Solano Forward 

The County of Solano, the Solano Economic Development Corporation, and a team of experts are working 

on an economic diversification strategy for Solano County.  This is linked to Travis Air Force Base (Travis) 

ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ  An initial step to better 

understand the current divŜǊǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ άŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ōŀǎŜέ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΦ   

Such an analysis splits ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘǿƻ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎΦ  CƛǊǎǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άōŀǎŜέ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

industries that provide a foundation of the local economy to build wealth and income.  These categories 

combine export-focused business, some selling goods, some selling intermediate items (goods used as 

inputs for another product somewhere outside Solano County), and some services.  This includes the 

effects of tourism on the local economy and how some industries are potentially split between serving an 

outside market and are more locally-serving. 

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƛǎ άƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ-serving,έ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƛǊƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 

residents.  Most of these are services or construction, where construction is assumed to focus primarily 

on residents rather than exporting housing services.  Determining the businesses that go into each 

category begins with looking at industries that are generating more exǇƻǊǘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŀƴ άŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎέ 

income.   

Moving Solano Forward will announce their detailed list soon; these data represent the industry level data 

for each of these sectors.  The data here show the number of jobs in each industry for the second quarter 

of 20лтΣ нлмлΣ нлмн ŀƴŘ нлмоΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ {ƻƭŀƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƭŀōƻǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ 

and not preliminary estimates are from 2013 quarter 2, and thus comparing the second quarter of our 

comparison years eliminates seasonality. 

Economic Base Industry Employment, 2007, 2010, 2012, and 2013, Q2 
 2007 Q2 2010 Q2 2012 Q2 2013 Q2 

Base Industries Total       31,596            32,401            31,963        32,375  

Agriculture        1,661              1,489              1,672         1,829  

Mining           278                223                253            253  

Wholesale Trade        3,958              3,986              3,958         3,596  

Information           651                612                489            197  

Finance and Insurance        1,080                991                917         1,006  

Real Estate and Rental and Leasing           290                119                192            221  

Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services           180                266                159            268  

Management of Companies and Enterprises        1,031              1,217                977            866  

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation        2,651              2,455              2,766         3,429  

Accommodation and Food Services           684                701                796            786  

Federal government        3,943              4,975              3,915         3,777  

State government        4,334              4,618              4,692         4,580  

Manufacturing        6,985              6,109              6,179         6,997  

Retail Trade        2,209              2,334              2,148         2,465  

Transportation and Warehousing        1,661              2,306              2,850         2,105  
Sources: Moving Solano Forward and Bureau of Labor Statistics (www.bls.gov)  

and its Quarterly Census of Wages and Employment (QCEW) 
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Economic Base and Locally-Serving Industries: Moving Solano Forward (cont.)3 

Locally Serving Industry Employment, 2007, 2010, 2012, and 2013, Q2 
 2007 Q2 2010 Q2 2012 Q2 2013 Q2 

Locally Serving Industries Total       74,537            68,902            68,249        73,333  

Utilities           442                480                499            519  

Construction       11,217              7,119              7,662         8,221  

Information           633                586                547            596  

Finance and Insurance        2,508              2,323              2,757         2,748  

Real Estate and Rental and Leasing        1,292              1,218              1,005         1,057  

Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services        3,177              3,121              2,967         3,381  

Admin, Support and Waste Management Services        6,778              6,579              4,589         4,833  

Educational Services        1,467              1,537              1,462         1,476  

Health Care and Social Assistance        8,842            12,777            13,556        17,124  

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation        1,490                222                326              88  

Accommodation and Food Services           462                438                468            464  

Other Services        3,421              3,097              3,338         3,490  

Local Government       16,680            15,380            14,566        14,437  

Local Portion of Retail Trade       15,220            13,281            13,930        14,304  

Local Portion of Transportation and Warehousing           908                744                577            595  

     

Jobs in industries that are unassigned by MSF to date 22,798 21,332 21,451 19,331 
Sources: Moving Solano Forward (MSF) and Bureau of Labor Statistics (www.bls.gov)  

and its Quarterly Census of Wages and Employment (QCEW) 

 

TAKEAWAY: Base Industries are still struggling in net to employ workers versus locally-serving 

industries since 2010. 

WHAT IS IMPORTANT:  Tracking employment in these categories can help foresee the growth of the 

county overall; as base industries continue to employ more workers, Solano CountyȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙ ×ÉÌÌ 

grow more quickly as base industries use global markets to generate revenue and not just Solano 

County residents. 

 

  

                                                           
3
 At the time of the writing, Moving Solano Forward is in the final stages of its research, and changes to these 

industry assignments (base or locally-ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎύ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƻŦ άJobs in industries that 
ŀǊŜ ǳƴŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ a{C ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜέ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻbs data per the QCEW data for the quarters in the tables. 
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Business Affordability: Wages 

The Employment Development Department (EDD) of California publishes wages survey results annually 

for specific types of occupations.  These occupations may have different industry settings; for example, a 

computer programmer may be employed by a biotechnology firm, a retail store, or a hotel, but their core 

occupation as a computer programmer.   These jobs are labeled by Standard Occupation Classification 

(SOC) Codes, as shown in the tables below.  The tables here refer to only the top-line occupation 

categories.  Comparisons are to metropolitan statistical areas (MSAs). 

Wages and Occupations, Solano County Compared to Other MSAs, % of State Average Wages in 2010 
SOC Code Occupations CA Solano Sonoma Napa Sac Oak SF SJ 

00-0000 Total all  $24.10 94% 95% 97% 98% 110% 125% 135% 

11-0000 Management Services 56.64 88% 88% 97% 90% 102% 114% 123% 

13-0000 Business and Financial Operations  34.98 93% 90% 94% 88% 106% 126% 119% 

15-0000 Computer and Mathematical  42.16 88% 96% 88% 87% 98% 110% 126% 

17-0000 Architecture and Engineering  41.56 84% 90% 90% 98% 103% 100% 116% 

19-0000 Life, Physical, and Social Science  35.36 102% 101% 134% 92% 107% 117% 124% 

21-0000 Community and Social Services  24.59 117% 88% 93% 101% 105% 107% 104% 

23-0000 Legal Services 56.00 86% 97% 105% 82% 95% 112% 125% 

25-0000 Education, Training, and Library  27.46 98% 92% 113% 95% 100% 109% 104% 

27-0000 Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, and Media  31.60 70% 80% 68% 82% 94% 109% 104% 

29-0000 Healthcare Practitioners and Technical  40.21 99% 95% 112% 103% 110% 112% 122% 

31-0000 Healthcare Support Services 14.62 104% 110% 112% 104% 109% 122% 113% 

33-0000 Protective Services  25.37 128% 114% 102% 97% 105% 97% 111% 

35-0000 Food Preparation and Serving-Related  10.66 95% 104% 113% 99% 101% 114% 101% 

37-0000 Building and Grounds Cleaning and Maintenance  13.23 104% 105% 103% 102% 111% 111% 104% 

39-0000 Personal Care and Services  12.97 96% 111% 103% 96% 109% 125% 105% 

41-0000 Sales and Related Services 18.93 82% 96% 102% 94% 108% 128% 129% 

43-0000 Office and Administrative Support  17.82 100% 101% 103% 102% 110% 117% 117% 

45-0000 Farming, Fishing, and Forestry  10.11 109% 121% 125% 114% 125% 177% 110% 

47-0000 Construction and Extraction  24.62 105% 110% 105% 99% 115% 123% 114% 

49-0000 Installation, Maintenance, and Repair  22.86 110% 104% 104% 101% 113% 113% 113% 

51-0000 Production Jobs 15.95 119% 107% 122% 107% 113% 113% 114% 

53-0000 Transportation and Material Moving Services $16.06 102% 99% 102% 100% 114% 123% 104% 

Source: Employment Development Department, Occupations Data (www.edd.ca.gov) 

Notice that in an overall comparison (the top line data in each table); Solano County is the most 

affordable labor market of the compared areas versus the state average by this metric.  Sonoma and Napa 

counties are close behind.  The Bay Area metropolitan areas of Oakland, San Jose and San Francisco are all 

significantly above the state average in almost all occupations. 

Solano County is more expensive in some categories in 2010 (education, business and finance), and 2013 

was similar except for agricultural jobs.  What these data provide is a way to look at the affordability of 

labor in each market versus other locations around California.   

 

 




